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St 
The Voyagers 


By Clinton Scollard 


HEY cleared the cloudy cape, and rocked and 
rolled 

In the rough roadstead all the gusty morn ; 

Then failed the sullen flaws, and noon was born 
With zenith-burst of warm, unshadowed gold. 
They saw the palms their gracious arms uphold 

As though to beckon them, and lo, the lorn 

Dark days of travail suddenly were shorn 
Of torture and of menace manifold ! 


°°? Prov. 23 : 29-3§ 


Calm crept upon the waves ; with buoyant oar 
They gained that haven of the utmost sea 
By bounty and by beauty doubly blest; 
After life’s voyage of trial so shall we 
Attain, in kindred wise, a haloed shore,— 
The awaiting isle of radiance and of rest! 
Curnton, N. Y. 








The Summons of Opportunity 


God’s best for us is the present, —until the future 


shall have revealed still better. There has been 
widespread conviction as to the spiritual progress and 
growth in character-making Bible study which this 
year of our Lord 1906 was to witness. The Inter- 
national Series of Sunday-school Lessons on the Life 
of Christ, combinec with the sweep of the revival 
spirit which is stirring Christendom, would, it was 
believed, make the present year an extraordinary one 
in religious growth. The record of the first few 
weeks of the year confirms this in abundant measure. 
The life of a religious periodical responds keenly to 
such conditions, and it is interesting to note the way 
in which Sunday-school workers have, during the 
month of January, answered the efforts which this 


journal is making to offer exceptional help in this ex- 
ceptional year. In January of 1905 the number of 
regular paid subscriptions received in that month 
alone was 14,935. In January of 1906 the number 
received was 20,166 ; a gain of 34 per cent, or 5,231 
subscriptions. There never was a year when it was 
so easy to help others by bringing them into the privi- 
leges of The Sunday School Times family. Are 
there members of neighboring schools who are yet 
without this help? Is there a club in your own 
school? The Times will gladly recognize, in substan- 
tial ways, your co-operation, as suggested on page 94 
in this issue. The year is one in which every effort 
promises ex@ptional return. May your co-workers 
miss none of its blessings ! 


Hx 
When It Is Not a Sin Per Se 


Most temptations are in the line of doing some- 
thing that is in itself harmless. That is because 
there is scarcely any such thing as a sin fer se. .The 
Devil's strongest and most common ally in breaking 
down character is the argument which men make to 
themselves, that, after all, what they are considering 
is not wrong in and of itself. Of course it is not ; 
but that is not the point. The chief question is, 
whether God wants us to do this particular thing at 
this particular time ; and if God does not, then. its 
doing is for us a sin. Church-going is not a sin 
per.se ; but it may be a sin next Sunday morning for 
the physician whose patient's life during church time 
depends upon the physician’s presence at the. bed- 
side. There are subtler questions of right and wrong 


The Upper 


HEN a question arises that calls for a moral de- 
cision there are usually three choices open to us. 
There is the wrong way, from which most of us 
recoil in disgust. There is the way which is unquestion- 
ably right, but which appears so difficult as to be called 
impossible or quixotic. Somewhere between these two 
there is a way that seems nearer right than wrong, 
and that promises to lead to the same goal as the 
highest way; it is not absolutely wrong, and it offers 
an easier solution than either of the other two. With 
scarcely an exception this middle way is the most 
popular entrance to that broad and easy way that 
leadeth to destruction. It is crowded with the best 
people all the time. The cultured, the intellectual, 
the indifferent, the sensitive, and the lazy find it quite 
to their liking, and no one is more surprised than 
they are when they find that they have become the 
servants of the owner of that road. 

There is only one safe way to decide a moral ques- 
tion, and that is to take the upper road. It may look 
impossible, and friends may call it foolish, but the 
entrance is likely to be the most difficult part of it; 
as to the wisdom of its choice, a short time will demon- 
strate that with certainty. 

The middle way is easy of-entrance, but it is 
all down grade. Its actual badness is not instantly 
apparent, for those who choose it keep up the form of 
goodness and godliness long after the reality of these 
is departed. Cowardice and laziness are responsible 
for most of the failures that respectable people make, 
and the combination of the two is deceptive beyond 
description. The Pharisee who scrupulously paid to 
the Lord the tenth of the smallest herb in his kitchen 
garden, and observed the least requirement of the 
law, no matter how annoying and exacting it might 
be, was nevertheless on the broad and easy way, by 
Jesus’ own statement, and he entered it by the mid- 
dle gate. Whenever we seek to satisfy conscience 
with the letter of the law, and with observances of the 


than this arising hourly in the life of every child of 
God ; and character is proved by basing our decisions 
upon God's expressed will for us alone, 


x 
The Folly of Threats 


Threats have no rightful place in the intercourse 
of those who would work together. Yet their utter- 
ing is one of the commonest causes of rupture 
between friends. and co-workers. If we honestly wish 
to avoid a breach that we fear might be necessary if 
another continues in a certain course, let us seal our 
lips against mentioning the possibility of such a 
breach. The quickest, surest way to make the 
breach is to say, with a shake of the head, that we 
‘*hope it won't be necessary;”’ 


=< 
Saving by Spending 


To take time for needed prayer is not only to use 
that time profitably, but it is sure to save time later. 
It is often hard to realize this truth at the moment ; 
but there are many who can bear witness to it as a 
truth, When one is faced by a day in which tasks 
are heavy and crowding, it is natural to grudge the 
giving of a minute to anything but those tasks. Yet 
the very pressure of a crowded day is added reason 
for giving time, at the start of the day, to prayer,— 
more: time, indeed, than one would on a day less 
burdened. This need has been well phrased in the 
words, ‘‘when it is hardest to pray, pray hardest !’’ 


Road 


decencies, and yet disregard the very spirit of all 
moral decision, we chogse the easier and the middle 
way. Whenever we think that God is satisfied with 
such choosing, we degrade God in our minds to the 


level of the quibbling, hairsplitting lawyer who cares 


nothing about pure justice so long as the technicali- 
ties, the arbitrary rules, are observed, 

Let us not think that ‘‘the way that leadeth to 
destruction ’’ is so labeled, nor that the entrance to it 
is marked with red lights, nor that it is characterized 
with weeping and gnashing of teeth. On the con- 
trary, it is far oftener the ‘‘way which seemeth right 
unto a man,’’ and many of those who select it are 
not seldom seen to pray, and many a stately house of 
worship is erected on that roadside, it into which mul- 
titudes enter to worship. The Prinee’ of Darkness is 
far too cunning to deny men the exercise of their nat- 
ural instinct for worship. He only sees to it that the 
worship is conducted on ‘‘safe lines’’ and in a ‘‘con- 
servative’’ spirit. On that broad and easy way men 
observe all the forms of moral perfection, and wax 
warm over the details and niceties of religion ; but 
all the time their souls have been stupefied with the 
deadliest narcotic ever brewed by demons. 

Difficult as observing the law may be, it is infinitely 
easier than giving one’s whole heart to God. Annoy- 
ing as the details of religion may be made, they are 
at their hardest infinitely more comfortable than tak- 
ing up one’s cross and following Jesus Christ. Any 
man can copy a picture after a fashion, but it is only 
a true, live soul that can create one ; and God wants 
men who can live their own lives rightly and not copy 
rules. The letter of the law will content dead souls ; 
the spirit, which is life eternal, is for those who are 
truly alive. Lifeless ritual gives a caricature of God ; 
and the advocates of the middle way enjoin a degraded 
manhood ; for when we can be satisfied with the letter 
of righteousness, then freedom, conscience, and aspira- 
tion, —three vital chords of the soul, —will be numbed 
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to silence, and though we may have peace, it is the 
satisfaction of the Pharisee, the quiet of paralysis. 

It is often said that we cannot always be sure what 
is the right course, and the middle road is urged in 
favor of expediency. But Jesus recognized no such 
necessity for moral haziness in a normal man, and, 
unless the word of God misleads us, God himself has 
promised, when honest difficulty does exist, to give 
light and wisdom to men who ask it of him. If, 
after making this ‘request, uncertainty still exists, we 
have either proved the promise false, or have demon- 
strated our real unwillingness to see what the light 
reveals, It is not likely to be the former. 

Uncertainty as. to the right is not the real trouble. 
The naked fight is this: our desire heads one way, 
and the upper road heads another, and it is a flat 
choice between the two. Then comes the subterfuge 
of the middle road,—and how much pains we take to 
make pretense to ourselves that we are not compro- 
mising! We talk it over with some one; but the 
some one is carefully selected. We call to mind un- 
questionably good men who have done that particular 
thing ; but we shut our eyes to the altered conditions 
that make it wrong for us. We avow our willingness 
to take the highest road, but we regret that we must 
consider our friends, or our health. The list of ex- 
cuses is endless, and not one of them is honest. 
There is no excuse for not doing right, and the fact 
that it would entail suffering on our part is a cow- 
ardly and unvalid reason for moral compromise. 

No man is so hopeless as he who is not brave 
enough to take the upper road at whatever cost. 
There is no sheepskin that conceals so dangerous a 
wolf as the professed good adviser who says to young 
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men and women that they must not attempt the ideal, 
and that a certain amount of laxity in morals is neces- 
sary and right ; that we must all have our «fling,’’ and 
that eventually we shall be the better for it. Although 
God, in love for us, sometimes overrules our evil 
deeds for our good, the day has never yet dawned 
when good was born from evil, and when it was not true 
that whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

One-half our ugly conduct and bitter words are 
born of a smarting conscience, and all of our insin- 
cere religion can be traced to a like cradle. It was 
just this accusation that our Lord brought against the 
Pharisees, the most religious men of his time. Their 
hairsplitting had opened the way to rank immorality, 
and was born of immorality. He held up to them, 
for example, the way they got around the command- 
ment ‘‘Honor thy father and thy mother."’ They 
said that a thing which was ‘‘corban’’ was sacred to 
God, and could be used only for God; so a heartless 
son who wanted to evade the support of his parents 
could say of his property, ‘‘it is corban,’’ and he was 
clear of guilt by their law. When lust meets the law 
of righteousness, one or the other must give way ; 
they cannot mingle. The man who says business is 
business, and religion is religion, may excuse himself 
as did the unfilial Jew in his own eyes; but the 
Almighty says ‘* Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”’ 

There is one sure way out in all moral dilemmas. 
He who always takes the upper way will ever have 
the vitality of eternal life with which to encounter any 
hardship. The gateway to the path that leads to 
heaven is always difficult of entrance, but it is always 
light, for it is illumined with the promise, ‘ He that 
loseth his life for my sake shall find it.’’ 














= 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS |\—\ 


= 








x. 





£ 
it 





Did the Wise-men Go to Bethlehem ? 


One of the facts that we need earliest to recognize 
in studying the life of Christ is that the Gospels are 
not, and were not intended to be, biographies, in the 
sense of any complete setting down of the events of 
Jesus’ life in chrotiological order. This is proved be- 
yond question by comparing the-four Gospels in our 
study. To fail to recognize this is to be needlessly 
confused in our study. Comparatively few of the 
events in our Lord's life are’ recorded by all four 
writers. Therefore there are numerous instances 
where a Gospel writer passes from one event to an- 
other without any reference to an intervening event 
that is shown to have occurred by the record of an- 
other writer. This charaeteristic of the Gospels 
throws light on the question of an Indiana reader : 

In the study of the lesson, ‘* The Wise-men Find Jesus,”’ I 
note that nearly or quite all the lesson writers assume that the 
Magi found him in Bethlehem. On.what.is this assumption 
based? We are told that Herod ‘‘ sent them to Bethlehem,” 
but i* is by no means certain that they followed his order. We 
are sure they did of in the matter of their return. ‘‘ The star 
went before them till it came and stood over where the young 
child was."’ ** And when they were come into fhe house they 
saw the young child with Mary his mother.’" We have be- 
lieved ‘‘ the house’* was their home in Nazareth. According 
to Luke 2: 39, ‘‘ When they had accomplished all things that 
were according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Gali- 
lee, to their own city Nazareth."' This seems to follow immedi- 
‘ately the presentation in the temple. To be at home in Nazareth 
also simplifies the escape from Herod's wrath when he “sent 
forth and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in 
all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under.” 

The entire evidence in Matthew's account points to 
Bethlehem as the scene of the Wise-men's worship of 
Jesus ; and Matthew's is the only Gospel that records 
this event. ‘* When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judza. . . Wise-men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
saying, Where is he?’’ The answer of the Jewish 
leaders to Herod was, ‘‘In Bethlehem of Judza. .. . 
Then Herod . . ..sent them tq Bethlehem, . . . and 
lo, the star, which they saw in, ‘the east, went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young 
child was."’ When the a later, disobeyed 
Hered’s command, we are told that they did so. If 
they had gone to Nazareth after Herod had ‘sent 
them to Bethlehem,'’ it seems probable that we 
should have been told of that also. The only possi- 
ble difficulty here is the fact that, as the Indiana cor- 
respondent notes, Luke follows his account of the 
babe Jesus’ presentation in the temple by the state- 
ment that ‘‘when they had accomplished all things 
that were according to the law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth."’ 
And this difficulty vanishes when we place the visit of 
the Wise-men, as an event not recorded at all by 
Luke, between verses 38 and 39 of Luke's second 





chapter. This is what is done by those who’ have 
made a careful study of the harmonizing of the four 


Gospels, such as Professors Riddle, Robinson, and’ 


Stevens and Burton. The question well illustrates 

the importance of availing ourselves of the fruits’ of 

reverent schqlarship in this as in every other field of. 

Bible study, ; tgs 
ya 


Shall We Wait Until We 
Enjoy Personal Work ? 


There is a great shrinking from the bondage of 
anything that seems to partake of a rule or a formal 
duty, among Christians generally. They would so 
much rather do right spontaneously,—that is, be- 
cause they feel like it,—than do right because they 
ought to do right. This feeling is evidenced in the 
following letter from a New Jersey reader : 


A question has arisen in my mind, after reading your reply 
in Notes on Open Letters of January 13, on ‘‘Are Any De- 
barred from the Great Commission?’’ The question is this: 
Is it not really a lack of full enjoyment of the blessings and 
fener which belong to. the soul who rests on Christ, that 

inders personal work for the Lord? The feeblest believer 
surely has some measure of desire that others who are blind as 
he was might be made to see, and yet, for lack of the apprecia- 
tion of the relationship into which he is brought, fails to find 
liberty to *‘ tell to sinners round what a dear Saviour he’ has 
found.'* If you prescribe’ rules, and press too strongly the 
** duty” of seeking to win souls, it is apt to drive the soul into 
legality, and instead of a free and happy spontaneous speaking 
out of the fulness of the heart, it is made a tedious and per- 
functory matter, and the soul is more or less in bondage. 

Now if Christ is enjoyed, if his love is the constrainin 

wer, if everything which hinders a happy fellowship with 

im is avoided, if the glory by which God has called us (as 
Peter speaks) is ‘‘ a living bright reality’’ to our faith, I must 
as a sinner saved by grace realize that all power for service is 
in the fact that the Holy Spirit dwells in me, and if he is un- 
grieved and unhindered in his ministry of the things of Christ 
to my soul, it will be Christ that speaks and acts and lives in 
me, and then naturally,—that is, natural to the spirit of God, 
—without fear, in his time and way, .my testimony will be te a 
Christ that saves and glorifies. 

Is not the great need of the church to-day the knowledge of 
its place and relationship and responsibility to live the life of 
Christ before the world ? 


The great need of the church to-day i$ not more 
knowledge of its duty, but more doing of its duty. 
The picture of a soul living so close ‘to the: Master 
that it cannot help speaking the Gospel iiivitation ‘to 
all men, is an attractive one ; but what sliall we do 
while we are in process of attaining to that spdéntane- 
ously perfect condition ?» Most of us have not yet-at- 
tained, and may not attain before the sun sets to- 
night ; yet there are souls near us to-day who have 
not yet been invited to accept Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour, and who would accept him if they were 
helped on their way by sinners: Tike’ themselves. 
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When our Lord commissioned his disciples to make 
disciples of all the nations, he did not say that this 
was a duty only when it could be done without effort, 
and when every impulse prompted to its doing. It is 
true, as the New Jersey reader suggests, that *‘ lack 
of full enjoyment of the blessings and privileges which 
belong to the soul who rests on Christ hinders per- 
sonal. work for the Lord’’ ; but it is a great deal 
oftener true that failure to do such personal work is 
the chief cause of the lack of the blessings and privi- 
leges which belong to the Christian, To do our duty 
whether we feel like it or not is the surest way to feel 


like it. 
x 
What to Do With Fifteen Minutes 


No two different souls that God ever created 
ought ever to be doing just the same thing in just the 
same way at just the same time. But God will 
always make duty clear to every child of his. These 
truths must be borne in mind when considering such 
a question as the following, from a Massachusetts 
reader : 

Given fifteen minutes, how shall we use it? In prayer, or 
Bible reading ? 

When a man has fifteen minutes to spend in Bible 
reading or in prayer, he must find out just what God 
wants him to do with that fifteen minutes. No other 
man can decide this for him. It would be wrong to 
spend that fifteen minutes in prayer if he ought to be 
reading his Bible, and it would ve wrong to be read- 
ing his Bible during that fifteen minutes if he ought 
to be praying. The gain from the way in which the 
fifteen minutes is spent depends entirely upon the 
man’s duty-doing in that time, and not upon whether 
he reads the Bible or prays. Neither prayer nor 
Bible reading should be set over against one another 


in comparison, or in contrast, with a view to finding ° 


out which is the better form of spiritual exercise. 
The one thing that a man must do in. any fifteen 
minutes is to do his duty. Only then will he gain from 
that'duty all the blessing that God can possibly give 
to an obedient child of his. 


y at | 
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“Ask Marion Lawrance! 

SPOKANE, WASH.—I am conducting a teachers’ training- 
class of young people who need to know how to construct a 
lesson. Isthere anything published on lesson construction ? 
If so, I would like to know where to send for it.—L. M.°R. 

**How to Plan a Lesson,’’ by Marianna C; Brown (50 
cents), will-help you. This book is divided into’ four chap- 
ters,.as follows: ‘* The Spiritual Thought,’’ ‘¢ How. to. Plan 
a Lesson,’’ ‘*Lesson Planning Illustrated,’’ and ‘* Notes 
from Child Study.’? The second and third chapters will be 
of special help to you, and I have no doubt will answer 
your question. Your own experience will do a great deal 





‘also in the same direction. 


.DETROIT.—If you were a pastor of a church where every- 
body worked six days in the week, and the people would not 
form a teacher-training class, what would you do ?—A. P. 

Possibly a little light can be thrown upon’ this question 
by determining who should be enrolled in‘a‘teacher-train- 
ing class. If this class is to be made up of’ workingmen 
and busy housewives, the difficulty suggested is certainly 
very apparent. The ideal teacher-training class, however, 
should not be made up of this class of people, but rather 
from the younger people, many of whom are still in school, 
and most of whom are much more free than the persons 
named above. Sixteen years of age is none too young to 
enrol in such a class; and a class made up of young peo- 
ple ranging from sixteen to twenty-four would, in my 
judgment, be ideal as to age. This class would meet 
during the Sunday-school hour,-as the members for the 
most part would not be already teaching, and there would 
be little difficulty in securing their attendance then. This 
will probably solve the problem. 





TIFFIN, OHIO.—Tiffin is a manufacturing town of -nearly 
twelve thousand souls, composed largely of hard-working 
people, who in the main are in the habit of retiring late on 
Saturday night. With no other motive in view but the very 
best for the Sunday-school, what hour would you. consider 
best for the opening of the school, the session to be held before 
the preaching service ?—S. A. S. 

The best hour at which to hold a Sunday-school service 
is the hour when you can secure the largest attendance of 
those whose attendance you desire. On this account some 
Sunday-schools are held on Thursday, and of course, strictly 
speaking, are not Sunday-schools, but are Bible schools. 

There are three hours in common use in different. parts 
of the country, and you will find all three of these hours 
in use in the same city,—the morning hour before the 
church service, the noon hour following church service, the 
afternoon hour. This whole subject was discussed very 
fully in The Sunday School Times of September 10, No- 
vember 12, and November 19, 1904, when, in the Open 
Letter department, advocates of. the morning hour, the 


( Continued on page 93, first column) 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 25 
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Sankey’s Story of the Gospel Hymns 





T ONE of our meetings in the Clermont Avenue 
Rink in Brooklyn, in 1875, soon after Mr. 
Moody and I had returned from England, a 

fine-looking young man came into the inquiry-room 
along with a number of others. I asked him if he 
was willing to accept Christ as his only Saviour. He 
bowed his head in his hands as he sat by my side. 
With great earnestness, while his whole frame shook 
with deepest feeling, he replied : 

‘« Jesus will not accept me."’ 

«*Why not ?"’ 


«« Because I have been an ‘infidel for many years, - 


a follower of Bradlaugh, and for the last eight years 
have not ceased to speak in private and public against 
Christ. I have traveled over nearly all the world, and 
have spoken everywhere against him and all those 
who professed to be Christians ; now I fear he will 
not forgive me for what I have done."’ 

‘Do you want him to forgive you ?*’ I asked. 

*« Well, sir,"’ he said, ‘*I do not know what is the 
matter with me or why I am. here to-night. Some 
power that I do not understand has been working 
upon me for the last two days, and I am in a de- 
spondent state of mind."’ 

I lifted my heart in prayer that I might make no 
mistake in dealing with this man. I waited for a 
moment, and then said, ‘‘ My dear friend, what you 
need to-night is Christ ; he will dispel your gloom 
and sorrow."’ 


Could Christ Accept This Man ? 


«« But,’ he exclaimed, arousing himself from what 
seemed a deep reverie, ‘‘I have fought against him 
all my life, and I thought I was right, too."’ 

‘« Did you have peace in your heart when you were 
preaching against Christ ?’’ 

He looked up at me. ‘No, I was a coward,’’ he 
confessed ; ‘‘I remember, while coming home from a 
long journey on the sea, we were one night driven by 
the storm near the rocks off a certain cape, and when 
I thought we were sure to go to the bottom of the sea, 
I got down on my knees and prayed to God to save 
us. The storm died, and with it went my prayers. 
For as soon as I thought we were safe, like a coward 
I went back to my old‘ ways, and denied that there 
was a God.”’ 

‘* Well,’’ I said, ‘* let that go. 
here to-night ?’’ 

‘*I don’t know,"’ he replied. «‘I have not been 
in church for eight. years ; I have not spoken to a 
Christian in that time, as I have lived entirely among 
infidels and skeptics. But-about a year ago I re- 
ceived a letter from my poor old mother, away over 
in Dundee, Scotland: **She asked ‘me to make her 
one promise,—that when-Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey 
came back to America I would go and hear.them, if 
they came to the place where I was. I answered her 
that I would,” When you came here, I thought I 
would have to keep my word to my mother, so I went 
to the Rink two nights in succession. Since that time 
I have had norest. Yesterday and to-day I -have had 
to close up my office. Iam a civil engineer. I have 
been walking the streets all day, thinking, thinking. 
Not being acquainted with any Christians to whom I 
could speak, 1 thought I would go once more to the 
Rink. And now here I am, talking to you."’ 


a 
What brought» you 


‘* My dear friend,’’ I said, ‘+ it is an answer-to-your: 


mother’s prayer. She may be praying for her: wan- 
dering boy.this very night.. Now, do not delay any 
longer. | Yield to Christ and he will receive you.”’ 


He bowed his head,-while his trenrbling form told: 


how deeply his heart-was. moved. After a hard 
struggle, he took my hand and said: ‘‘ By the grace 
of'God, I take Jesus Christ as my Saviour now !"* 

After a word of prayer, I asked shim if-he would not 
write to Scotland at once*and tell this»mpther all -about 
it, and he promised that he would.: A few evenings 
later I met him at the door of the Rink.’ As he came 
up to shake hands and bid me good-bye, I asked him 
if he had written to his mother. 

««Oh, yes,"’ said he, ‘‘ but not until I had sent her 
a cable dispatch first.*’ 

«« What did you say in the dispatch ?'’ I asked. 

‘* Well, sir, I just said, ‘I've found Jesus,’ and 
signed my name to it."’ 

«* Thank the Lord,"’ said I. 

‘* Yes,’" he exclaimed, ‘that is just what my dear 
old mother cabled back to me, ‘Thank the Lord, O 
my soul." *’ 

Our first meeting in Philadelphia was held on No- 
vember 24, in the old Pennsylvania Railroad Depot, 


Told by Himself 


Continuing Mr. Sankey’s own narrative of the 

dramatic, heart-stirring, soul-saving events of 

the early days of song-evangelism, with flashes 

of the characteristic humor and keenness of 
both Moody and Sankey 
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which John Wanamaker fitted up for our use. It had 
a seating capacity of more than ten thousand persons. 
Here, as in Brooklyn, the leading ministers gave their 
hearty support to the work and in every way expressed 
their approval of the effort. On one occasion the 
meetings were attended by President U. S. Grant, sev- 
eral Senators, and members of the Supreme Court. 
During my stay in Philadelphia I often visited the 
home of Henry Clay Trumbull, then the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, who gave us his heartiest sup- 
port in every way. Among the laymen who were 
very efficient helpers at our meetings were John Wana- 
maker and George H. Stuart. Mr. Wanamaker's 
special meetings for young men were largely attended. 
Under Moody's powerful preaching many conversions 
took place in Philadelphia. 

A number of Princeton students attended the meet- 
ings, and an invitation was extended to us to go to 
Princeton to hold meetings there for the college men, 
which we were glad to accept. In the Princeton 
meetings we had the warm sympathy and co-operation 
of President McCosh. Among the converts at Prince- 
ton was Wilton Merle Smith, now one of the leading 
ministers of New York City. 

The old Hippodrome in New York, located where 
Madison Square Garden is now, was the scene of our 
next meetings, in February, March, and April of 1876. 
It was the largest place of assembly in the city, though 
a very unattractive structure. The building had never 
been used for religious meetings before, but was a 
place for sport and gaiety. The hall which we used, 
the largest in the building, seated eight thousand. A 
monster stage was built, large enough to hold the 
choir of six hundred voices, and still to leave room 
for at least tour hundred visiting clergymen and guests. 
Here for the first time I sang ‘‘ Waiting and Watch- 
ing,’’ which afterward became a great favorite. Thur- 
low Weed, who frequently attended the meetings and 
occupied a seat at the reporters’ desk, would often 
have written requests laid on my organ asking me to 
sing this hymn. The New York meetings were very 
successful. One day, near the close of the ten weeks’ 
campaign, an audience assembled which numbered 
more than four thousand persons, all of whom con- 
fessed that they had been converted at these meetings. 


Moody Sizes Up Guiteau 

Our-next large meetings were held in Chicago dur- 
ing the fall of 1876, in a large tabernacle erected for 
the occasion by John V. Farwell. It was capable of 
seating: more than eight thousand. At one of these 
meetings“-Mr. Moody’s attention was attracted by an 
usher with a wand in his hand, seating the people as 
they came in. Mr. Moody did not like the man’s ap- 
pearance. He asked the chairman of the committee, 
Mr. Harvey, who the usher was. Mr. Harvey replied 
that he did not know, but would go and see. Taking 
the man out into the inquiry-room, Mr. Harvey 
learned that his name was Guiteau,—the man who 
afterward shot President Garfield. So great was Mr. 
Moody's power in reading character ! 

At the close of the three months’ mission in Chicago 


a farewell service was held for those alone who pro-: 


fessed to have been brought to Christ during the 
meetings, and it was attended by six thousand per- 
sons. 

Then, for six months, we conducted meetings in 
Boston. On an average, three meetings a day were 
held, in a large temporary building erected for the 
occasion by a committee of wealthy gentlemen. Here 
also we had the hearty co-operation of many promi- 
nent ministers and laymen, among whom Dr. A. J. 
Gordon, Dr. Joseph Cook, Phillips Brooks and Henry 
M. Moore may be mentioned... Among those who 
professed conversion at these meetings was H. M. F. 
Marshall, who afterward removed to Northfield, and 


‘condition. 


there, under Mr. Moody's direction, erected a number 
of the school buildings, 

New Haven was our next field of labor. Many of 
the Yale University students were here converted, and 
afterward became useful ministers of the Gospel 
throughout the country. 

At Hartford, which we next visited, Mark Twain 
attended several of our meetings. On one occasion 
P. T. Barnum, the famous showman, attended and 
remained for an inquiry-meeting, where it was my 
privilege to speak to him in regard to his spiritual 
In our conversation he said: ‘* Mr. 
Sankey, you go on singing ‘ The Ninety and Nine,’ 
and when you get that lost sheep in the fold we will 
all be saved.’’ I afterward learned that he was a 
Universalist. 

For the next six months we conducted meetings in 
the churches of St. Louis. Able assistance was ren- 
dered by the Rev. J. H. Brookes and other eminent 
ministers. The usual good results attended our 
efforts. At one of the inquiry-meetings I asked a 
fine-looking man, as he was leaving the meeting, if 
he was a Christian. ‘* No,’’ he replied, ‘1 am a 
Missourian."’ 


Sankey’s Skeptical Seatmate 

On one occasion, when I was leaving Chicago for 
New York on an evening train, a gentleman took his 
seat beside me. For some time nothing was said, but 
after a while we got into a general conversation. After 
discussing the weather and politics, we entered upon 
the subject of religion. This finally led to the discus- 
sion of Moody and Sankey. The stranger said that he 
had never had the pleasure of hearing either of them. 
When I told him that I had often heard Moody preach 
and Sankey sing, he seemed much interested and 
asked : 

‘« What kind of folks are they ?'’ 

*« Oh, they are just common folks like you and me,"’ 
I replied. 

His daughter, he said, had a cabinet organ, and 
they were all very fond of the ‘* Gospel Hymns,"’ and 
he was sorry that he had not had the opportunity to 
hear Sankey sing ‘‘ The Ninety and Nine'’ before he 
died. 1 told him I was much surprised, and asked 
him what proof he had of Sankey’s death. He replied 
that he had seen it in the papers. 

‘«It must be true if you have seen it in the papers,’’ 
I said, 

By this time we were nearing the station where my 
friend was to get out. Hearing the whistle blow, he 
looked out of the window and remarked: ‘*1 have 
enjoyed your company very much, but will soon have 
to leave you now.”’ 

‘*T hardly think it is‘fair that we should part with- 
out telling you that I am one of the men we have been 
talking about,’’ I said. 

‘* Why, who are you ?’’ he asked. 

‘«IT am what is left of Sankey.'’ 

At this he reached for his gripsack, and giving me 
a quizzical look, he said: ‘* You can’t ay that on 
me, old fellow ; Sankey is dead.’’ . Then he rushed 
for the door, leaving me to continue my journey 
alone. 

During the years which followed we made several 
trips to Great Britain, and held meetin hundreds 
of places, large and small. In the campaigh of 1881- 
"84 we held meetings in ninety-nine different places 
in Scotland alone. Mr. Moody was once asked if he 
had kept any record of the number of converts at his 
meetings. 

** Records !’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘why, they are only 
kept in heaven."’ 


Do Such Converts “ Last’? 

In one of the recen’ revival meetings at Sheffielc, 
conducted by Torrey and Alexander, a man gave the 
following testimony : ‘‘1 found Christ in this hall in 
1882, when Moody and Sankey were preaching the 
Gospel. I was brought face to face with God, and in 
the after-meeting Mr. Sankey led me to Christ, and I 
am happy in him to-day."’ . 

‘« Well, now, that is refreshing,’’ commented Mr. 
Alexander. ‘* When anybody asks you if revival con- 
verts stand, you can speak of that one ; he looks as 
if he is going to stay, too. As we have gone around 
the world, we have found that the best workers, as a 
general rule, are either workers or converts of the 
Moody and Sankey meetings. .We have found them 
in India, in Tasmania, and everywhere we have gone."’ 

Brook.yn, N. Y. 
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What is Christ’s Forgiveness of Sins? 


By Handley Moule, D.D., Bishop of Durham 


ON, be of good cheer ; thy sins be forgiven 
thee." So said our Lord Jesus Christ to the 
paralytic sufferer, let down through the roof 
by his four devoted and believing friends, 
and now lying helpless at the Master's feet. 
The sick man and his bearers had come in quest of 
physical healing,—and, indeed, they found it. In a 
few minutes the wonder-working will of the Lord had 
re-strung the ruined nerve-system before him, and 
the man walked off with his mat-bed rolled up under 
his arm. 

But before the healing there came something else. 
He who ‘‘seeth not as [mere] man seeth,’’ he who 
‘*knew what was in the man,’ *—-the man in any 
given case before him, —saw in this man a soul-hunger 
for something deeper than a cure for his paralysis, 
even the forgiveness of his sins. Perhaps the sins 
had some near connection with the paralysis, as they 
seem to have had in that other case at Bethesda ; and 
if so, the paralysis would have been an importunate 
memento of the sins in a conscience mercifully kept 
awake. But, however the sins were there, they were 
heavy upon the soul. The man knew himself a guilty 
thing before a most holy God. He was in the spirit of 
the fifty-first Psalm, and of the hundred and thirtieth. 
Of this we may be sre, for the Lord Jesus never spoke 
beside the point to any one whom he addressed. If 
the man were not hungry and burdened, He would 
not have bade him ‘* be of good cheer.’’ Rather, as 
at the well of Sychar, he would have pierced and 
probed him in his love. To the wistful soul, con- 
scious of sin, conscious of guz/t, —that is to say, of sin 
regarded as unpaid debt to the all-holy will of the 
righteous Judge,—he spoke according to its great 
need : ‘*Son, child [so the Greek], be of good cheer ; 
thy sins be forgiven thee.’’ 
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It is noteworthy that this utterance of our Lord’s is 
the first, in the synoptic story, which appears as call- 
ing out the sullen criticism of the scribes. There sat 
the jealous watchers, the representatives of current re- 
ligionism, already ill at ease over the attitude of the 
new Prophet. And when he spoke this sentence of 
pardon, unreserved, unhesitating, undeferred, they 
rebelled against it. It betokened at once a claim to 
extraordinary authority, a level of insight and power 
totally other than their own, and also the grant of an 
assured position for the man forgiven which was pro- 
foundly alien to their conceptions,—a position which 
not all the ecclesiastical mechanism of the hierarchy of 
Israel could give, and which equally it could not take 
away. The natural bias of their ecclesiasticism (as of 
all mere ecclesiasticésm, a thing far apart from the 
sacred and spiritual idea of the Church of Christ) 
was towards reserves, hesitations, dubiety, insecurity, 
in the deeper relations between the soul and God. It 
tended towards the spirit shown in the last words of 
a great rabbi of a later day, who told his scholars 
that his sore weeping at the gate of death was caused 
by his absolute ignorance of what lay before him on 
its other side,—Paradise or the place of wo ; that is, 
he was dying wholly uncertain of his relations with 
his God. No wonder that the Lord's few words of 
radiant cheer and absolute assurance of forgiveness 
displeased the scribes : ‘‘ This man blasphemeth."’ 

But he met them with a practical reply, a demon- 
tration at once physical and moral that he spoke 
within his rights. He put himself to the tremendous 
test ‘of visible miracle, to follow upon his spoken 
word, Which was the harder (not 40 do, but) éo say, 
Try sins be forgiven thee, or, Arise, and walk ? The 
latter, infinitely, because the words would be openly 
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and instantly discredited by failure if they were futile. © 


So he spoke them, and lo! the man arose, first for- 
given, then healed, his healing being the warrant that 
a Person perfectly competent had absolved him from 
his sins. 

The incident, like every act of our blessed Lord's, 
has its profound spiritual significance. For us now 
lei its message be defined and limited by the words at 
the head of this paper : ‘« What is Christ's forgiveness 
of sins?" As we shall see later, we must look out- 
side the incident for some elements of the answer to 
the question. But in the incident we shall see some 
of the main elements, under the light of the very per- 
son ard action of the Lord. 

1. We see here first our Master's mind as to the 
importance, the necessity, of forgiveness. He sees 
before him avery pitiable kuman body, and assuredly 


his ever-ready ‘‘ compassion’’ responded to the sight. 
But he was much more arrested by the woful case of 
the soul which looked through the body, and 
supremely by the fact that it was a guilty soul, and felt 
guilty. It was also, of course, a diseased and struggling 
soul, sorely wanting moral liberty and purity. But 
the Lord’s first thought was that it was guilty. It 
was under a cloud before God. It had owed him 
obedience, and had not paid it, and he, in his awful 
character of Lawgiver and King, was aggrieved by it. 
And the Son of God, being also the Son of Man, in 
an ineffable fellowship with the man, as well as in a 
sublime authority over him, hastens to meet this 
dread need. He tells him, positively and on the 
spot, that ‘‘all that debt is forgiven.’’ The debt was 
real ; the miserable fears were just. But let the 
‘*child’' be ‘‘of good cheer.'’ His sins are for- 
given. The ‘‘handwriting’’ of arrest is ‘blotted 
out.”’ A reconciled Judge eternal comes down to 
him, in his Son, who is also the sinner’s Brother, and 
smiles acceptance on him without a cloud. 

Note once more that first point, the opinion of the 
Lord Christ about this primary and tremendous 
necessity for his forgiveness. Do we respond to it? 
I am quite sure we do—if the Holy Ghost has ever 
convinced thee, my brother and reader, and me, of 
sin, as in the presence of absolute Holiness.. Such a 
‘time of finding’’ (Psa, 32: 6), once known, can 
never be forgotten ; it is part of the deepest self. It 
colors and conditions thenceforth our whole view of 
self, of God, of sin, of judgment, of revelation, of 
faith, of pardon, of holiness, of heaven. 


After such an experience we are little tempted to. 


explain away sin, as ‘‘a fall upward,’’ a development, 
a necessity of progress. ‘‘God, be merciful to me 
the sinner.’ Our ‘‘mouth is stopped ;’’ we. are 
‘‘found guilty before God.'’ ‘Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned,"’ 

2.:\We see. next..the generosity, the promptitude, 
the sublime simplicity, of the forgiveness of our Lord: 


Jesus Christ. The man is guilty, and: knows it, and’ 


has:.nothing ‘to say. He wants mercy, on God's 


terms, and the‘Son of God and of man absolves him' 


then and there, and with the accent of glad good will. 
Like that noble shadow of him in ‘* Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress,’’ ‘The Man.at the Gate,"’ he is:*‘ready with 
all his heart.’’ The pardon is not handed over by 
Jesus Christ with a cold, official air. It is pressed 
into that anxious heart with the embrace of a divine 
Friend, delighted to make it happy. ‘‘Child, be of 
good cheer.’’ Take thy happiness, and enjoy it. It 
is not only a genuine pardon, it is a most willing and 
abundant one. It is meant to be ‘‘a sober certainty 
of waking bliss.’’ 
knowing that his ‘‘bed’’ is under his arm, a trifling 
burden now for the lately helpless limbs, but—with 
equal certainty—that the smile of God is on his head. 
He has been led from the bar of justice to the home 
of love. His Father, seen in his Elder Brother, —far 
different from him of the prodigal’s parable, —has 
fallen on his neck and kissed him. 
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Here again we are perfectly certain to see into the 
very heart of the scene if we have ourselves ‘‘ tasted 
that the Lord is gracious.’’ After that ‘‘ time of find- 
ing’’ of which we thought just now, when you, when 
I, felt in our ‘‘inmost rudiment of being’’ the awful- 
ness of the displeasure of the Holy One, aggrieved by 
our discrepancy with him, though we were made in 
his image, have we, somehow, ‘‘ found peace’’ ? Has 
it been carried home to us that ‘‘God, in Christ, 
hath forgiven me’’? That ‘‘in him I have redemp- 
tion, through his blood, even the forgiveness of my 
sins’’? Has a ‘‘light from above the sun’’ shone in 
such an hour upon him who is at once our forgive- 
ness and our Forgiver, that ‘‘dear dying Lamb”’ 
who is now also our life and our deep repose? Then 
we are good commentators to. ourselves on the for- 
giveness of Christ, in respect of its glory of generous 
freeness and promptitude. We see in our pardon 
the greatest wonder in the world, when we look at 
ourselves. But also we see in it, when we look at the 
Father and the Son, the greatest certainty in the 
world, I had almost dared to say, with reverence, 
the most satura/ certainty in the world. For such a 
pardon, so large, and so largely, gladly given, is ex- 
actly dike the giver. 

3. Without unduly pressing the lessons carried. in 
the details of this great incident, we may. note one 


The man is to walk off, not only’ 
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further point. The forgiveness of the Lord Jesus is 
an energizin thing. Look at the forgiven man, as 
he drinks into his soul the divine peace of which the 
healing of his limbs is but a token and attestation. 
Watch him as he walks away. He is something 
vastly different from only a piece of living mechanism 
repaired. He does not walk only ; he walks on air! 
His whole bearing, his look and action, his smile, his 
speech, is that of one who is not only well and strong, 
but the subject of a new inner life, the life eternal, 
the existence which means friendship with God, the 
perpetual experience (making at once for rest and 
movement in the whole spirit) of a Father’s home. 

For assuredly, though he might have been quite 
unable to express it theologically, he must have /fe/¢ 
that profound fact of the divine theology, that the 
forgiveness of God in Christ is never only and merely 
remission. It is release indeed, but immensely more. 
It says to the forgiven, not ‘‘ You may go,’’ but ‘* You 
must come.’’ In other words, it does not send us 
away to a barren and perilous liberty by ourselves. 
It hails us, ‘‘ by adoption and grace,’’ into the family 
circle of the Lord Almighty, a thought which lies 
deep below the wonderful intimations in Scripture of 
the ‘‘ perseverance,'’ not of the saints as such, but of 
their Saviour as their Saviour indeed, “saving them 
from themselves, even to the end. 

The forgiven one, to whom he has said, ‘Child, 
be of good cheer,’’ is so addressed on purpose that 
he may, in a power and temper wholly new, ‘walk 
and please God.’’ with the deep gladness of the child’s 
life and the child's love. 

I have intentionally said nothing, or next to noth- 
ing, of the basis and reason of the forgiveness of our 
Lord, because it lies outside our sacred story. But 
those who know in themselves what that story means, 
as to sin and pardon, know well, as the healed and 
forgiven paralytic. could not know as yet, what the 
secret is that lies behind it,—even the fact that the 
Forgiver came ‘to give his life a ransom for many,’’ 


Auckland Castle, Hanpiey DUNELM. 
Bishop Auckland, England, — 








The Making Over of Cooky 


By Emma C. Dowd 


OOKY hated cats from the very bottom of his 
dog heart. When Prudence became a member 
of the household, he eyed her.scornfully. Once 

or twice the two had a quarrel. Afterwards they just 
ignored each other. 

Cooky was rather old, and occasionally rheumatic ; 
so in winter he had a box in the kitchen where he 
slept. 

Prudence’s bed was down cellar, and one morning 
Roy found two tiny kittens cuddled up. beside her. 
He rushed upstairs with the news. - 

‘We mustn't let Cooky see them,’ ’ said mama; 
‘*he might hurt them.’’ 

So Roy guarded the cellar door, and for a while 
Cooky never dreamed of the new babies below-stairs., 
But in a few days the weather grew cold, and Roy 
begged that Prudence and her kittens might be 
brought up into the warm kitchen. 

‘« Cooky won't pay any ’ tention to’em,’’ he argued. 
‘« He never looks towards Prudence now.’’ 

When the little family moved into their new home, 
however, Cooky stared. Roy caressed and talked to 
him, that he might have no occasion for jealousy, but 
he noticed only by a wag of his tail now and then. 
His eyes were fixed upon those furry little babies. 

The cat and the dog had their meals out of decors, 
but the noon after Prudence had taken up her abode 
in the kitchen, she came out to her dinner alone. 
Roy filled Cooky’s plate and whistled, but he did not 
appear. — 

‘*Where can he be!’’ thought Roy, and was just 
starting in search of him, when mamma called softly. 

‘*« Peep into the kitchen !"’ she said. 

There in front of the kittens’ box sat the missing 
dog. He wagged his tail briskly when he spied Roy, 
as much as to say, ‘‘I'm on guard now! I'll be out 
as soon as their mother comes back.”’ 

Not until Prudence returned to her charge did 
Cooky go to dinner, and this was repeated as often as 
the little mother left her babies. It grew to bea 
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common thing to see the dog stretched in front of 
the kittens’ dwelling-place. 

One day mamma thought it was time to clean 
house. Accordingly she put the kittens out on the 
floor, while she carried their box out of doors. Neither 
the cat nor the dog was there. _A few minutes after- 
ward, however, on returning to the kitchen, she found 
Cooky beside the kittens, licking and fondling them 
in great content. He was still engaged in this happy 
occupation when Prudence appeared. As a matter of 
course, the mother walked up to her babies ; but Cooky 
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growled a ‘‘ No!" that made her retreat to the outer 
door, her back high. 

Mamma came in and settled matters by putting the 
kittens back in their box, and after that Prudence and 
Cooky were more friendly. As the babies grew older 
their mother allowed the dog to play with them as 
much as he pleased, and he never seemed so happy 
as when rolling about on the floor, the little things 
pulling at ear or tail. 

‘* Those kittens have made Cooky over,'’ said Roy. 

Meripen, Conn, 
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The Conquests of the American Bible Society 
By John Fox, D.D. 


oR S 

GREAT |. modern. scientist, discussing 
biological problems, declares that or- 
ganization is not the cause of life, but 
life is the cause of organization. This 
is a natural law that evidently holds 
good in the spinitual world.. The or- 
ganization of the modern Bible society 
sprang out of the Church of Christ at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, and consti- 
tutes one of the outstanding proofs of the presence of 
the Spirit of life in the churches. Its wheels, like 
Ezekiel’s wheels, have in them ‘‘the spirit of the 
living creature."*. A deep and holy enthusiam is 
manifest in the early history of the Society. Its 
managers issued and addressed an appeal to the peo-- 
ple of the United States ; «* Come, then, fellow-citizens, 
fellow-Christians, let us join in the sacred*covenant 
Let no heart be cold, no hand be idle, no purse reluc- 
tant.... Come cheerfully, eagerly, generally.’’ It 
was to be a national covenant, an international en- 
thusiasm. 

The earliest beginnings of the Bible society move- 
ment suggest another ancient prophecy, ‘‘A little 
chiid shall lead them.'’ It is an oft-told tale of little 
Mary Jones, the Welsh lassie who trudged weary 
miles over-her native mountains with Her hard-earned 
savings in her hand to procure a Bible. ' Her childish 
tears, ‘from the depths of some divine despair,'’ 
when she found she could not get one, moved. her 
pastor, the Rev. Thomas Charles, of Bala, and through 
him a wide circle of friends, so that out of their effort 
sprang the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1804. 
The same general influences were stirring in America 
as in Britain, and twelve years later, in 1816, the 
American Bible Society was formally organized. 

These may be accounted among the great events of 
those early days, powerfully molding the life of the 
modern world. The details of the story could not be 
told in less than a volume. No single individual 
connected with the American Bible Society deserves 
more honor than Elias Boudinot, its first president, a 
Huguenot name that American Christians ought not 
willingly to let die. At the age of seventy-eight years 
he was chosen president of the newly-organized so- 
ciety; having been one of its chief promoters. The 
full length picture of him as he was in his old age 
hangs over the president's chair in the Bible House 
in New York. ‘The tides of modern business sweep- 
ing up the Island of Manhattan have made this 
venerable edifice now somewhat of a landmark of the 
past, though still a hive of busy labor. The hum of 
the printing-press, that busy bee of modern mechan- 
ism, rarely ceases. Few of the multitudes who daily 
pass its doors know how much of historical sugges- 
tion gathers about its walls, it would well repay the 
visitor to the metropolis—nay, many of its residents— 
to take a quiet hour and sit down in the managers’ 
room with its noble array of portraits,—John Jay, 
Theodore Frelinghuysen, Richard Varick, S. Wells 
Williams, and others, whose names in their day were 
names to conjure with, men of light and leading in 
every walk of life. 

The immense. development of commercial . and 
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pOORnre industries, on the one hand, and of 
missionary organization on the other, are alike illus- 
trated in the growth of this Society during the past 
century. It is, indeed, a curious illustration of how 
the growing wealth and commerce of the world are 
usable for the kingdom of God ; for the Society is, on 
one side and of necessity, engaged in commerce and 
in manufacture, while in spirit and purpose it is truly 
a home and foreign missionary society. Its aim from 
the beginning has been, first of all, to promote and 
secure the translation of the Scriptures into all the 
languages of the world,—then their most economical 
publication and circulation ‘‘ where’ er the foot of man 
hath trod.'’ Some one has happily described the 


_ Bible Society as undoing the curse of Babel and pro- 


longing the blessing of Pentecost. 

It sells its books, but never to make any profit out 
of them, and often..so as to lose money. It carries 
them to the ends of the earth by every mode of trans- 
portation, —horses, asses, railways, ships. Just now 
it could put automobiles to good use,—let benevolent 
millionaires take notice. It employs a small regi- 
ment of colporteurs and superintendents who are vir- 
tually itinerant evangelists, going with the Book in 
their hands to. the homes of prince and peasant the 
world over. - The results can only be chronicled by 
Statistics which by their magnitude baffle the mind. 
The total issues of the society in eighty-nine years 
are 76,272,770, last year’s issues being 1,831,096. 
At first a- very, large proportion of this yearly output 
stayed in the United States. At intervals a thorough 
recanvass of the whole country was undertaken, to 
supply every family to whom access could be had. 
This has been a herculean and most expensive labor. 

But besides these periodical canvasses a steady 
stream has been continually pouring forth through 
the auxiliary societies ; for instance, in Pennsylvania 
through the Pennsylvania Bible Society, which has 
done noble work in colportage among foreigners. 
Other agencies have been furnished with books, no- 
tably the American Sunday-school Union, whose 
missionaries have received from'the American Bible 
Society during the last ten years nearly 225, 000 copies. 
At the present time 25,000 copies in round numbers 
are distributed yearly by the society through its own 
colporteurs. among the colored populations of the 
South. 

But during the last quarter of a century the activi- 
ties of the society have been transferred more largely 
to foreign lands. Two million volumes of Spanish, 
English, Portuguese, and other Scriptures have gone 
into Latin America. The Turkish Empire and its 
adjacent countries, from Egypt and the Soudan to the 
Black Sea, have absorbed 2,000,000 more. In China, 
during a single year, just prior to the Boxer uprising, 
the circulation ‘reached - 458,000 copies. The dis- 
turbances since that time have somewhat lessened 
these figures, but at the present moment there is a 
demand utterly unprecedented in the Middle King- 
dom for the Bible. China, awaking from the sleep 
of centuries, is asking, What is this Book that has 
molded- .Western «nations? . Briefly it may be said 
that. besides the countrics already named the Society 
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has regularly established agencies for what is known 
in South America as the La Plata region (including 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Chile, Peru, and Ecua- 
dor), in Brazil, Central America, Mexico, Cuba, 
Porto Rico, the Philippines, Japan, Korea, Siam, and 
Laos, and besides these it reaches many more coun- 
tries threugh missionary collaborators, It is a multi- 
millionaire, not, alas! in its wealth, but in the vol- 
umes of its issues, and in more than a hundred 
tongues it repeats the one divine Word of everlasting 
truth, Who can foretell the harvest of ninety years 
of seed-sowing ? 

Out of a thousand victories won for the Prince of 
Peace by this ever extending campaign of the Bible, 
let us look at but one fine illustration. When the 
Russo-Japan war began, entrance to the Japanese 
army and navy was immediately sought by all Bible 
societies, The following letter, shown in Japanese at 
the head of this article, shows how freely an entrance 
was accorded to this all-conquering Book : 


A 14, 1904, 
Rev. H. Loomis, aah 


Sir: I beg to express my deepest thanks for your 
great kindness in sending the New Testaments for the 


supply of our navy. 

_ I have arranged them, this day, to be sent to the seat 

of war. Minoru Saito, 
Reat-Admiral, L. J. N. 


Army officials welcomed the colporteurs just as 
kindly. Over the bleak snows- of: Manchuria, on 
many a bloody battlefield, on land and on sea, in the 
comfort-bags sent out by Christian women of Japan, 
in every possible way, these little books, bearing the 
message of comfort and peace, were carried to tens 
of thousands of Japanese soldiers and sailors. The 
following letter tells its own eloquent story of the 
result : 


I beg to thank you for the kind visit and the present of a 
New Testament made by a member of your society yester- 
day. On my way to China the same kind of book was 
|g to me in Osaka. While awaiting the order to the 

nt I read the book over and over again, and when the 
train had come I departed for China joyfully. Unfortu- 
nately | was wounded at the battle of Nashan (one bullet 
piercing the abdomen, and other wounds besides), I 
prayed and prayed with all my heart, and then I begun to 
recover. I was taken to this hospital on the oth inst., and 
am undergoing medical treatment here. The object of my 
writing to you is to ask you to admit me into your holy 


society, and oblige, 
Y 8 TOMIICHIRO SUZUKI, 


° Care of Branch No. 6, Army Yobi 
Hospital, Nagoya Owari. 

This ‘‘holy Society’’— may it ever deserve the 
name !—reaches its ninetieth birthday next May. It 
asks its friends, in church and Sunday-school, to take 
notice in advance of this birthday anniversary by some 
special service on February 25, or as near to that date 
as possible, and it can furnish a program of exercises 
and other helps to all who wish it. 

New York City. 
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Sleep, Little Baby 
By Sara Schmucker 


LEEP, little baby, the moon in soft splendor 
Is wooing the day-heart away from the ‘bun. 
The sunlight is bright, but the moonlight is tender, 
And tired hearts long for tenderness, little one. 
From the misty cloud-curtains the bright star-eyes 
peep, 
The night-winds move drowsily. Sleep, baby, sleep. 


Sleep, little baby, ere years come in numbers, 
And the two tiny feet which in one hand I hold, 
Cuddled so close while my little one slumbers, 
Will take their first steps while I guide, then, grown 
bold, 
Will walk on alone. Though they leave mother here, 
They never can wander beyond her love, dear. 


Sleep, little baby. Whate’er the years bring you, 
*Tis mother who watches your slumber to-night ; 
And your head nestles close to my heart while I sing 

you, 
O baby, my baby, so safe in my sight! 
When kisses more sweet wake your girl-heart some 
day, 
God grant they be true as your mother’s, [ pray. 
Los ANGELES, CAL. 





86° 














Contessions of a Superintendent: 


The Crown of Thorns 





Every incident in the letters of Maxwell G. Brainerd to Ben F. Selby is true. Real names are not giben, nor real places, 
but the Thing Hself is true to the facts, and the letters do not mince matters. It is ail nothing more or less than the 
frank talk of one superintendent With another—an open-hearted disclosure of the inner workings of the school of experi-- 
ence, wherein a man doesn’t get a“‘ perfect ’’ mark every day of his life, but learns a thing or two, nebertheless. Selby 
doesn’t act on all that Brainerd tells him, yet it sets him thinking. The letters will appear now and then in this paper. 


Dear BEN : 


How much I did enjoy that visit to your school! Every- 
thing about it seemed so heartily on the go, so brisk and sunshiny 
and up-looking that I might have imagined myself in your own lovely 
home with those youngsters of yours in one of their cheeriest hours 
with you and Mary. You don’t mind my saying that I think your 
home life has a lot to do with the spirit you are putting into the 
school? A good share of that radiance which some superintendents 
(I am not saying just who !) are forever shedding over their schools is 


home-made, and the superintendent is debtor for it to those whom. 


he loves best. 

I shall not forget that pathetic little chap who seemed almost out 
of the sunshine of your. school, just because he hardly knows the 
sunlight when he sees’ it. - He looked so forlorn in his tight little 
jacket, and man’s shoes, ,broken out at the heel and toe; and his 
grimy, small hands somehow laid hold of my heart-strings. I could 
hardly take my eyes from him during the singing. He wasn’t in it 
at all. Those big eyes of his wandered over everything in sight but 
the hymn-book, and he grinned like a cat when, another youngster 
made a face at the teacher behind her back. And I wanted: to break 
out with a few choice observations when I heard his teacher, after 
school, pitching into him for being a ‘‘ bad boy’’ for something he 
had done—not seen by me—during the lesson. It wasn’t the glint 
of love in the eyes of that so-called teacher that made the boy look 
sullen as she overhauled him. 

I was mighty glad to see your hand on the little fellow’s tousled 
head as he started to slip out through the doorway, for thé look he 
gave you showed me that you had learned how to. put your hand on 
a boy’s head—a thing that only about one man*in eleven million 
‘knows how to do. The man who can’t do it without'saying “ you 


scalawag!’’ through any one of: his finger-tips:had better have some... - 


friend of his—and of the boys—tie his hands behind ‘his*back about 
school-time. 

Coming down on the early express I saw the little breaker boys 
straggling along the black roads to their dusty day’s work. Nothing 
but small black figures on a grim and cheerless landscape, and yet 
every one of them with a child‘soul beneath the roughness, and every 
one a possibility—-who knows how great ?—for God. A little bunch 
of them waved at the train as we flew by, and some threw chunks of 
coal with yells of glee. ‘‘ Bad lot,’’ 1 thought ; and then in shame 
my heart cried out at me, ‘‘ You're the bad lot, ‘yourself B 

There used to be ‘‘ bad boys’’ in our Sunday-school, but they 
have all gone now. We don’t have any, and we’re not going to. 
Since all of us have cut out the-epithet from our talk, since we have 
hunted for the good spot in the boy, even if we have te use a micro- 
scope, we are not finding the ‘‘bad boy’’ anywhere in the whole 
crowd. We haven’t been looking for the bad boy since the crown 
of thorns came to the school. And this was the way of it : 


Daniel Muglin was the terror of the school. His teachers had 
divided their time over him between threats and tears. Daniel— 
always Daniel, never Dan—was a roly-poly, freckled faced, blue-eyed 
little fellow of twelve, who lived in a hovel near the mills; and whose 
mother spent her time mostly in washing clothes and beating Daniel. 
He was her despair. 

' Daniel was ill-fed, ill-clothed, and unencumbered with material 
possessions of any sort, but he was wonderfully gifted in mischief- 
making. No boy in the school could answer or ask questions more 
seriously, or kick over a chair with more nonchalance while he was 
looking earnestly into his teacher’s face. A lunge across‘ the class, 
an upset from Daniel, was not nearly so uncommon as a quiet session 
in that group. 

Daniel dearly enjoyed a rush for the door when school was over, 
and he went at it like a half-back, head down, jaws set, and gloriously 


regardless. Oh, yes, Daniel Muglin was a bad boy,’ thie bad boy of 
the school. And he knew it. Only a few had forgotten to tell 
him. 


Our lesson one day was ‘on the crucifixion. I got from a friend 
of mine a crown of thorns, brought from the East, woven brambles 
with their ugly spikes sticking sharply out in every direction. In the 
little after-word following the lesson I showed that crown of thorns. to 
the school. All in that: room were old enough to consider: what 
such a thing might stand for, and there was a solemn silence over the 
crowd as I told of the suffering that He went through for us.. In the 
hush of the ‘moment the session was brought to.a close, and the eran 
ars began to disperse. 

Some. of us were usually on the watch fot Daniel; when thinigs 


. were over fer: acter, to, head off his ‘rush ; but now the’ ‘boy sat still 
‘in his seat: 


Then’ I saw him pushing patiently through the group. 
around the platform, making his way to’ the desk. (He ne ‘jist **’ 
before me,.and looking up he asked : oh RE vay gi 

‘« May'f see it?’’ 

‘*Ves,’’ I ariswered, “you ‘may see it, Daniel, ‘and you may 
take, it in your, hands.’’ 

Up came the outstretched, soiled hands of the “bad boy,”’ 
and I placed the thorn-crown within their hold. The boy turned it 
round and round, touched the sharp spikes here and there, gazed 
soberly at it without a word, and then, lifting it gently to the desk 
again, he said with quivering lips : 

‘‘My! If he wore a thing like shat. sh’d think he did have 
pain!’’ And then the little chap turned away, and for the first time 
in many Sundays he went quietly out. 

His teacher and I never called hima bad boy any more. We 
are trusting that the best that is in him will come up through all the 
rest like ‘‘sweet water in: the sea.’’ What hope for you. and me, 
Ben, if such a spirit could not overcome in boy and man ! 


a 


Max. 
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Electrically Advertising the School 


One of the enterprising coal merchants of Syracuse has 
recently erected a large changeable electric sign upon 
which appear various advertisements of different merchants 
of the city. There are twenty- -four advertisements, each 
appearing in large letters every two minutes from five to 
eleven o’clock P. M. Among these is one that is attract- 
ing considerable attention. It reads: ‘‘ First Baptist Bible 
School, Sundays, 12 o’clock noon.” This is the largest 
Sunday- school in the city, and one that is continually striv- 
ing to keep well before the public the work that it aims to 
accomplish.’ The sign is located upon the roof of one of 
the most prominent buildings in the heart of the city, in 
full view of passengers on all street. cars and the throngs of 
busy shoppers that appear in the streets. This surely is an 
innovation in Sunday-school advertising. The Young 
Men’s Christian Association is now using the same scheme 
very effectively, as are also the churches of Syracuse, in a 
united effort to spread the gospel in a two weeks’ evangel- 
istic Campaign under the leadership of Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man. The superintendent of the school mentioned sends 
forth the idea for the purpose of stimulating others. inter- 
ested in Sunday-school work to lose no opportunity to ad- 
vertise their school and work in every legitimate manner 
possible. For several years this school has asked all its 
members and friends who attend the annual Christmas en- 
tertainment to bring as a sort of admission fee some article 
of food, clothing, toys, or coal, to be distributed on New 
Year’s morning among poor families connected with the 
church and Sunday-school. This year twenty-one families 





were liberally provided for, and the total cash value, con- 
servatively estimated, was $131.— Joseph A. Blant, Super- 
intendent First Baptist Bible School, Syracuse, N.Y. 


Library Pointers 


With vigorous competition from the free public library 
right at our doors, it is necessary for the Sunday-school 
library to be kept thoroughly up to date in material as well 
as methods. Therefore superintendents and librarians will 
welcome any help in this direction. As to methods, Miss 
Elizabeth L. Foote’s booklet “ Strengthening the Sunday- 
School Library ’’? (The Sunday School Times Co, 10 cents) 
will be useful, and now comes help as to material from. the 
Church Library Association of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
in the shape of a twenty-page ‘‘ list of books recommended 
for Sunday-school and parish libraries.’’ In the ‘* Advent 
List’? about two hundred volumes are included, classified 
and briefly commented upon. - This association of laymen 
was organized in 1881, and for a quarter of.a century has con- 
tinued its service to the Sunday-school public. ‘*:The associa- 
tion being a purely voluntary one, interested in raising the 
standard of literature furnished to our young people, it is 
not fair to ask the expenditure of money, as well as time, 
in this public service.” Therefore, while no charge is made 
by this association of-teachers, which -has done such good 
service. it is suggested that from ten to twenty-five cents 
sent with requests for the. lists of books would insure the 
continuation of the work, and bring catalogs and annual 


lists to the donors. The first general catalog was issued in 
1890, and the second at Easter, 1904. The general cata- 
logs contain from five hundred to a thousand titles, with 
descriptive comments. Since the last general catalog was 
published there have been annual lists at Advent 1904-and 
Advent 1905. 

% 


To Snow-Bound Regions! 


It is hard to keep the Sunday-school going through the 
dead of winter in some parts of North America. It is so 
hard, that people sometimes believe it is impossible, But 
there are other workers in wintry districts to whom the 
word ‘*hard”’’ is only a challenge and an added reason to 
bring the ‘‘ impossible ’’ to pass, —especially when the im- 
possible is a duty. 

The Sunday School Times believes that it is a duty for 
the Sunday-school to remain ‘evergreen ’’ so long ds any 
‘secular ’’ business of life is transacted. There are many 
stout-hearted Christians who believe this and are making a 
practical success of their belief, such as is described in The 
Sunday School Times of December 30, 1905, under the 
title ‘‘ Should Sunday-Schools Ever Hibernate ?’’. As a 
further encouragement and incentive to others, the Times 
offers a prize of twenty-five dollars in gold for the best 
article of 1,500 words or less describing the actual facts 
of ‘*How We Kept Open All Winter.’’ Manuscripts 
may be sent to the Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., any time before 
April 1,. 1906. 
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LESSON FOR’ FEBRUARY °25 





* That we may-be no children, . .. but: . . may grow © 
Tate hint 


ap in all things Eph."4 : 145 15)- 

HE sowert'werit forth'to sow thé seed." He knew that 
the seed was good, and sowed faithfully with ever a 
thought to the harvest he was to preséiit to the Lord 

of the harvest. The day came when. the sar aga Nh 
sickle. Golden sheaves were gathéred wi rm . 
But there they lay in the field, mildewed with*the’ rain, 
rotted with burning sun, trampled under feet, while 
the so-called * -** went around publishing the num- 
ber of bushels to the acre which had been cut. Whom 
did that harvest benefit ? ; 

Once at the seashore, many times indeed, but: this time 
stands out pre-eminently in memory, there was such a 
school of blue-fish as used to swim along’ the Néw Jersey 
coast before the ‘*Menhadden steamers’’ drove them 
away. What excitement! As if by magic scores of eager 
fishermen lined the beach. Far out-flung went the glitter- 
ing squid to be‘as rapidly drawn back always’ with a 
shining fish, which’ was almost impatiently flung up on the 
sand that the line might again be thrown’ by strong arm 
beyond the breakers.” Pile after pile’ of | the” beautifal 
things lay upon the hot sand, hundreds of them, thousands 
of them. What thén? Oh, that was ail! A few -score 
were taken away for immediaté use, but it was a new place, 
miles as yet from’ the’ railroad ; it was too difficult-to get 
thém to the market, so there they-lay.- Caught, indeed, 
lifted out of the waters; but left to die 1 What a waste t 
Wotse, what cruelty! Yes, but let ts think-further. 
Echoes from the Scriptures 

** Unto us a child is born!- Unto us a son is given!’’ 
So sang Isaiah in triumphant strains which echoed in the 
hearts of the faithful through the. centuries, -until the com- 
ing of the Child was announced on the plains of Bethlehem 
in heavenly chorus, ‘* Unto YOU, is born ‘this day ’’—and 
then, even as the joyful notes died away in the ‘chill-air of 
the early dawn,” so ‘the welcome diéd away~in ‘the chill 
hearts of most of those who‘ heafd-of it! The new-born 
child is forgotten, and“ for aught the leaders in the Jewish 
church cared, may as wéll never have been born. 

**Unto .-US a child is born!”’ sing -rapturously “pastor, 
superintendent, and teachers on Decision Day,..as they 


: take the census.of card signers. And then, being counted 


and duly reported, and re-reported to the school, to the 
district_ association, and the county and State association, 
the class, the school, duly credited with the numbers— 
straightway the new-born is forgotten or sne@réd at be- 
cause he does not spring up a full-grown man in one night. 
Down in Texas ‘last spring I was told that steers are 
branded and turned loose to fend for théemselves—born, 
but not fed—yet the owner expects by and by to claim 
them. as his property because his mark isonthem. I don’t 
know anything about steers, but I do know it will not do 
to brand boys and girls, or grown folks either, as Chris- 
tians born to school so and so, and then turn them loose 
and expect to claim them later as the Master’s property. 
We have seen accounts of the experiments being made 
to produce oranges which shall stand freezing weather. 
‘* Have you succeeded in raising ‘any such oranges yet?’’ 
was asked one. ‘‘ Not yet, but we have raised a lemon !’’ 
I should like to know the results of further experimenta- 
tion with oranges. But I have already too often watched 
the results of trying to raise sweet-hearted Christians who 
will stand freezing temperature at the beginning, to doubt 
what the result will be. A sour, -bitter-hearted 1 
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sends them out to exercise, to work out in every-day living 
what has-been worked im by teaching. 
How to ‘Condict’ Instfuction Classes. 

Where several: have confesséd*that they have decided 
for Christ, gather at once into classesfor instruction, graded, 
if possible, so that those of age and over shall’ be separated 
from the ‘girls, boys;:and yoting:people. This: is a close, 
hand-picked opportuhity to talk. and teach: individually. 

Who shall'do this‘work ? First'of all, it is the pastor’s 
high ' privilege: His ‘véry name, pastor; implies shepherd- 
ing ‘the flock, especially the lambs. Yet: not all pastors 
can do this’ work: Somé are unable to make thought 
and words simple, others are already overworked. I 
would be the last'to lay a straw of extra burden on heart 
or hand'of the much ovértaxed’city pastor. After him, any 
teacher-you ‘can lay:your hatids on who is best fitted by 
experiétice or tactitl qeowledge to deal-with the problems 

for sueh there are) “of ‘this’work. It may be the super- 
intendent of the junior department. It may be you. 

When shalt 'suth classes*béheld ? That depends on cir- 
cumstances, For-many;:Sanday afternoon will be the best 
available time. For others,‘some-week afternoon directly 
after school. The passiig to the Upper Home but a few 


days ago of ** Aunt Lizzie’’ Aifen’ of Chicago recalls the. 


many yéars of successful méetirigs héld*by her on Friday 
afternoons, where boys and: girls- flocked on the way home 
from school. With no lessons burdening the mind for the 
next day, no going. home to “ dress up,’’ it made the way 
easy. Whatever day is most convenient, I should like to 
enter emphatic protest- against regular evening meetings 
for-mere girls and boys... _— 

What shall be done in these training meetings, this 
camp.of instruction for raw recruits ? 

Almost or quite the first thing is to follow the Master 
Teacher’s example, who told his new convert, ‘*Go home 
to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord 
hath done for thee’? (Mark 5:19). Just here I could 
speak many pages of experience along this line, Why, oh 
why, do parents make it so hard for. their children, little or 


big, to come to them with the glad tidings? ‘‘ Oh, please, . 


not.to-day!’’ said a twelve-year-old girl but:a week ago. 
**Let me wait a while till maybe they see for them- 
selves. They won’t believe it to-day.’’ Said the teacher : 
“Well, suppose ‘we let Mark 5: 19 answer you.’’ The 
bright head ‘drooped over the book a moment, then was 
raised, and slowly came the decision: ** He wouldn’t say 
that if he wouldn’t help, would he? Ali right, I’ll do it 
before I go to bed.’’. I knew a boy of fifteen who, having 
made that same decision, waited till two o’clock in the 
morning for his parents to come home from a ball ! 

After Decision Day, rather than on that day, appéars to 
me to be the better time to give cards to sign. Indeed, 
with ‘the average Sunday-school scholar, I do not care to 
have it signed even'then. The form I have used for many 
years shouldbe carefully explained. It is in two parts : 





| BELIEVE 


BELIEVE that God, for Christ's sake, has for- 
given my sins. Do you believe that? Well, that 
is God's part. All you have to do with that is to 

ask for the forgiveness, and Jdelieve that he gives 
it, bécause he says he will. ‘The other is largely your 
part. 





Christian may be raised, but not the other kind. 

When a child is born into your family you know very 
well that he needs food and‘ a bidnket. And you give thé 
blanket first and most. I made some such remark at one 
of our summer schools for Sunday-schodol teachers, and- a 
young woman leaned eagerly forward and, as if she had 
just made a discovery she had long heen searching for, ex- 
claimed, ‘* Now I know what has been the mattér with me 
all these years, Why, oh! why did not some one fold me 
in a blanket? Tell me quickly how I can help to keep 
other baby Christians from freezing.’’ 

If Christian life is to be a grow?h, it must be nourished, fed. 
Take a lesson from Paul, the Master Teacher’s apt pupil. 
His system of religious is better worth studying 
than all the books produced by the pedagogues of this 
century. See his watchfulness, never ceasing. He did not 
plant a church and expect it to grow without constant 
watering. * ‘* The care of all the churches ’’ is classed by 
him with such sufferings ‘as robbers, shipwrecks, fasting, 
hunger, and nakedness. Study his letters with that one 
object, to get into your hearts his methods of nourishing 
those whom he calied ** babes in Christ." They were 
written to those who had Decision Day. He 
thought it essential that they should be fed, first with milk, 
until they were abie to bear meat. But afterward he 
gave out of his varied commissariat plenty of good strong 
meat. Notice how he was always talking of ‘training; and 
again how constantly he taught his beginners’ classes that 
their lessons were to enter into them to do them ; that the 
religion of the Lord Jesus Christ was a workable religion, 
intended to guide and bless in actual ordinary everyday 
life. He knew that if food is not worked off, it will oniy 
make one Iazy arid ‘sluggish, and he keeps before his classes 
the fact’ of his own habit: ‘‘I do exercise myself,’’ and 





I PROMISE 


PROMISE that, with His — F will try to 
| leave off everything that is sinful, and will try 

to grow more like him every day so Jong as / 
shadl live. 


- 











‘It is a large promtise, but, trusting in His help, you ma 
venture on it. You-see it does not say ‘*I will’’ leave of 
everything sinful, but I will zy. It means honest, faithful 
trying, but it is not done in your own strength. We find, 
from 2 Corinthians 12:9, whether there will be strength 
enough for us to make this trial. -Now let us see, from 
Philippians 4 : 13, whether we need go fearfully about it. 

If you are dealing with large numbers, you may have the 
card printed ; but if with « few,—for instance, a class with 
their teacher,—it seems more personal if it be written in 
the teachet’s own handwriting. 

**] prefér'that"you showid not sign these-here. But if 
you wish it, I wili give you oné to take home with you. 
Then go alone and ‘ask God to let you See clearly what you 
ought to do about it, and to help you to keep the promise. 
Bring it back next Sunday (or at the next meeting), simply 
that I may see it. Then it is yours to keep, I hope as long 
as you live. Do not bury it in a box or drawer where you 
will forget all-about it; on the other hand I would not 
leave it out on a table or bureau where the sight will be so 
constant that like the ticking of the clock you will not 
heed it. Perhaps your Bible may be a good place in 
which to keep it. Then when you have brought it to me 
I shoald’ like to have you-sign the same thing’ in a little 
book of mine.’’ 


Surely no charge of undue haste can be made against 
such a way; but:-the deliberate, quiet, thou 1, prayer- 
ful: action .is to my thinking worth far more than the signa- 
ture given under the impulse of urgency, or the sight. of 
other’s writing. Of course it is only one plan, but given 
here because it may be marked like the old woman's 
Bible, T. and P., 7rted and Proved. 

Other good forms of cards‘are : 

**] accept Jesus Christ as my Saviour. 
so far as I can to live a Christian life.’’ 

** By the grace of God, I acknowledge Jesus Christ as 
my Saviour and Lord, and with his strength I will strive to 
serve and follow bim.’’ 

Begin this work of teaching very simply, leading on 
softly, accotding-as the children are able to endure (Gen. 
33 #4). ° 
Warnings to be Kept in Mind 

Keep certain principles before your own mind : 

1. Do not expect, nor even wish for, a grandmothér’s 
religion. 

2. Do not make’ your own experience a model, nor let 
them think they must all be exactly alike, as if molded in a 
pattern. They ate not peas in a pod, bat live boys and 
girls, with differing temperaments and envirofiments, 

3. Take care to ditect your teachings to the will Feel- 
ings should crystallize into thoughts ; thoughts into action. 

4. Encourage thém to talk, not only to you, but before 
one another. But>let this talk be natural. Do not make 
prigs and Pharisees out of-them by forcing them to'talk of 
experiences they havé not had, and which, as boys and 
girls, you’ should not ‘wish them to have.’ 

5. Teach from the very first not to confuse the beginnifig 
of Christian’ life‘ with the continuance of it, One of their 
greatest stumbling-blotks will be their own ‘disappoiritment 
at finding they are not at once perfect.. They expected to 
be so vety good all ‘of thé ‘time! Then they fall. They: 
are ashamed and discouraged ; think they must have been 
mistaken ; they cannot be Christians. Lately a teachet 
asked, ** Do you think you ‘will ever get mad again?’’ A 
chorus of **Oh, no!’’ Then one girl said ‘slowly, ‘‘ I’m 
dreadfully afraid I shall.’? The others looked shocked. 
The teacher asked, ‘¢ What do you think you will do about 
it?’* I know I’ll be sorry right away, and I should 
think Jesus would excuse me, and help me to try again.’’ 
‘* What makes you think he will?’’ ‘* Why, our baby’s 
ankles are weak, and he tumbles down at every little thing. 
But mother doesn’t scold him, but picks him up and kisses 
him, and holds his hand while he tries again.’’ Can you 
have better theology or clearer understanding: than that? 
Character-building is not reached in an hour by an act of 
decision which takes but a moment. But built it must be; 
Stone by stone it should rise ever upward. 

6. Teach your beginnérs from the start not to depend on 
feeling. I know I am repeating what I ‘have said in sub- 
stance before. But I am anxious to impress this. ‘* Why do 
yop think you are a Christian?’’ The general answer is, ‘‘ I 
feel so happy.’’ Others, with calmer temperainent, look 
down and sigh and think, ‘*I do not know that I feel especially 
happy or different ; therefore I cannot be a Christian yet.’’ 
Besides, those in whose mental thermometers the ‘‘ happy 
feeling ’’ registers high are the very ones in whom it runs 
low at times. Says the teacher, ‘‘I am glad that you are 
happy. You have a right to be so. But suppose you get 
up to-morrow morning with a very bad headache, do you 
think you will feel happy?’’ Said a delicate boy one day, 
**I would not, for when I have a headache it pains too 
bad to feel happy.’’ ‘* Would that make you think ‘ou are 
not a Christian?’’? The pale face lighted, ‘* Thank you"! 
That helps me to see what puzzled and troubled me.”’ 


Topics Which Should be Taught > 

What is it to be a Christian ? 

What is it to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Why should I be a Christian ? , 

What shall I do on becoming a Christian ? 

How may I lead a Christian life ? 

The Christian led’ by the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord’s Supper. 

What is thé Church ? 

Daties of church members. 

Your own denominational belief and polity. 

But what responsibilities! What anxieties! What 
wotk! True. But this little series of simple talks started 
out with thé piain statement that the first decision was.with 
yourself as teacher, and that the very word decision means 
cutting, that many things would have to be cut off. 

Does it Pay? 

Well, let us ask Paul, whose example as a religious ped- 
agogue we have already gianced at. We see the lines 
which furrow his brow, drawn there more by such cares 
than by all the rage of Jewish mobs or heathen emperor ; 
but we see, too, the flash of joy which illumines his face as 
he writes of the Christian fellowship he now has with those 
sometime troublesome beginners. Hear the infinite ten- 
derness of his tone as he sings, ‘‘ For what is our hope, or 
joy, or crown of glorying? Are not even ye, ... For ye 
are our glory and our joy (1 Thess. 2: 19, 20). If you 
doubt whether it will pay, try it and see. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


I will endeavor 








COMMON VERSION 


1 And again he entered into Capernaum 
after pony oni and it was noised that he 
was in the house. 

2 And straightway many were gathered to- 
gether, insomuch that there was no room to 
receive ¢hem, no, not so much as about the 
door : and he preached the word unto them. 

And they come unto him, bringing one 
sick of the pele, which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto 
him for the press, they uncovered the roof 
where he was: and when they had broken i¢ 
up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of 
the palsy lay. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto 
= sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee, 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sit- 
ting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphe- 
mies? who can forgive sins but God only ? 


Mark 2: 1-12. 
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AMERICAN REVISION 


t And when he entered again into Caper- 
naum after some days, it was noised that he 
was 'in the house, 2 And many were gath- 
ered together, so that there was no longer 
room for them, no, not even about the door: 
and he spake the word unto them. 3 And 
they come, bringing unto him a man sick of 
the palsy, borne of four. 4 And when they 
could not 2 come nigh unto him for the crowd, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and 
when they had broken it up, they let down the 
3 bed whereon the sick of the palsy lay. 5 And 
Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick of 
the palsy, *Son, thy sins are forgiven. 6 But 
there were certain of the scribes sitting there, 
and reasoning in their hearts, 7 Why doth this 
man thus speak? he blasphemeth : who can 
forgive sins but one, even God? 8 And 


LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 25. JESUS’ POWER TO FORGIVE. 
(Read Matt. 9 : 2-8; Luke 5 : 17-26.) Memory verse: 5 
Golden Text: The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins.—Mark 2 : 10 * 
Sn 





* COMMON VERSION 


8 And immediately when Jesus perceived 
in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason 
ye these things in your hearts? 

9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of 
the palsy, 7hy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk ? 

1o But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he 
saith to the sick of the palsy, ) 

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy 
bed, and go thy way into thine house. 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the 
bed, and went forth before them all; inso- 
much that they were all amazed, and glorified 
God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 





FEBRUARY 10, 1906 





AMERICAN REVISION 


Straightway Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that 
they so reasoned within themselves, saith unto 
them, Why reason ye these things in your 
hearts? 9g Which is easier, to say to the sick 
of the palsy, Thy sins are forgiven ; or to say, 
Arise, and take up thy *bed, and walk? 10 
But that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath authority on earth to forgive sins (he 
saith to the sick of the palsy), rz I say unto 
thee, Arise, take up thy * bed, and go unto 
thy house. 12 And he arose, and straightway 
took up the % bed, and went forth before them 
all ; insomuch that they were all amazed, and 
Pantene God, saying, We never saw it on this 
ashion. 


* Go_pen Text (Am. Rev.).—The Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins. 


1 Or, at home % Many ancient authorities read éring him unto him. 


8 Or, pallet 4Gr. Child. 


PRONUNCIATION.—Capernaum, K4-per’na-ifm. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HAT form of miracle was the greatest that 
Christ wrought ? We come to it in the record 
that is now before us ; and it will be interest- 

ing to get your pupils to express themselves first in an- 
swer to this questicn, getting them also to give their 
reasons for their views. A natural answer may be 
that the raising of the dead, as in Lazarus’ case, was 
the greatest of Christ’s miracles ; but it was not, 
Nor was it the healing of an ‘‘incurable” disease, 
like sa a nor the creating of sight in the man 
born blind. Elijah and Elisha had raised the dead ; 
the disciples were to heal leprosy and blindness and 
restore life as well; but one miracle, greater than 
these,.our Lord alone could perform, as to-day he 
alone brings it to pass, Is is not interesting to study 
the account of the first time that Jesus, according to 
the Gospel records, worked this greatest of miracles ? 

After that Sabbath day in Capernaum, crowded 
with miracles, when the strain upon his physical and 
spiritual powers must have been intense, Jesus did 
not, as some of us would have done, sleep late the 
next morning. There was something that meant 
more to him than sleep, though he had the limita- 
tions of a human, sleep-needing body. ‘* And in the 
morning, a great while before day, he rose up and 
went out, and departed into a desert place, and there 
per "(Mark 1:35). Your Outline Harmony," or 

rofessor Riddle’s first paragraph, will show you 
what followed. 

And now our Lord was back in Capernaum, ‘his 
own city,” again, and his presence could not be kept 
secret. The crowds hunted him out, and this time 
not only the common people, but Pharisees and 
“scribes and doctors of the law from north and south, 
religious leaders of the Jews, were there. You can 
draw a word picture of the dramatic scene that oc- 
curred if you will master its details and live through 
it in your imagination until it becomes like a mem- 
erable day in your own experience. We can be 
interesting in describing what we have seen for our- 
selves; therefore we must see these things vividly 
with our mind’s eye if we would make them interest- 
ing to others. rofessor Riddle’s paragraph on 
‘*Place,” with its diagram, explains the sort of house 
which the men entered through the roof, 

It was a tense moment, after the four friends had 
finished heir work, and the palsied man lay helpless 
at the feet of Jesus, and the common people and 
leaders looked on, wonderingly, hopefully, scorn- 
fully, or critically. In that moment of expectation, 
Jesus did the unexpected, and worked his greatest of 
all miracles. His real, his greatest power was now 
for the first time snanitentell And it was somewhat 
like that manifestation of God which Elijah had had: 
not in the wind, not in the earthquake, not in the 
fire, but in the still small voice. God Incarnate now 
said quietly, ‘‘Son, thy sins are forgiven.” 

There were those present who needed this miracle 
more than any other exhibit of Christ’s power. Pro- 
fessor George Adam Smith pointed this out in his 
article in last week's issue of the Times, when he 
wrote: ‘‘ Luke puts the irony of the situation in the 
antithesis of the verse quoted. Pharisees and doc- 
tors of the law from every town in Jewish Palestine, 
the self-righteous, the whole that needed no physi- 
cian, and the power of the Lord was present to heal!” 

It is not strange, therefore, that Jesus chose this 
opportunity to make the first public exhibit of his 


1 The Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents. 





sin-releasing power. Joseph had been told that the 
son of Mary should save his people from their sins. 
John the Baptist had testified, ‘‘ Behold, the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!” 
Jesus himself had told Nicodemus in secret that 
‘* whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life; and the offer of the water of life 
had been made to the Samaritan woman. At Naza- 
reth Jesus had declared himself and his mission, and 
had n formally rejected. But not until now is 
there any record of his having publicly granted to 
ang 1oP this miracle of the forgiveness of sins. 
hy was this his greatest miracle? Because sin 

is death ;: not payers but spiritual, death ; and to 
release one who is dead in sin from his spiritual 
death is a. greater work of power than any restoration 
of the physical body. 

There was only one interpretation to place upon 
bed words ; he was claiming identity with God. 

is words did ‘mof'mean merely ‘‘ God forgives you”; 
they meant ‘I forgive you.” Dr. McLaren’s seventh 
and eighth paragraphs emphasize this truth. The 
deliberate, unrepented sin in the lives of the scribes 
who were present prevented them, of course, from 
recognizing that Jesus was the Christ, and ‘ blas- 
eee ” was all they could say. Christ was ready to 

elp them and others into the light, by working the 
lesser miracle of physical healing for the paralytic; 
but only those were helped by this sign who sin- 
cerely longed for light. 

Four friends brought to the palsied man the great- 
est blessing of his life, —not release from -palsy 
merely, but life in Jesus Christ. It is actually given 
to us, as it was to them, to have a share in the ac- 
complishment of this soul-saving miracle. Would 
that palsied man have died in sin but for his friends’ 
efforts ?. Will some that we know die in sin but for 
our efforts? Only God can answer that terrible 
question. But if we withhold our hands from “ taking 
men alive” for Christ, we are untrue to him, and we 
rob ourselves of the greatest privilege that God 
grants to all his children. 


Light Gleams from the Lesson Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 


What is Christ’s forgiveness of sin? (Bishop Moule’s 
article, page 84.) 

The Oriental bed described, which the restored man 
could carry (Howie, last paragraph ; see also The Sunday 
School Times Lesson Pictures, ten cents for each quarter’s 
set). 

The disease from which all miseries flow (McLaren, 4, 5). 

The petrified heart of the ecclesiastical heresy-hunter 
(McLaren, 6). 

A repetition of this scene in China to-day (Illustrations, 1), 

Better than bodily healing (Illustrations, 3). 

What the end of Christ’s. healing will be (Ilustrations, 4). 

Why this was the beginning of determined Pharisaic op- 
position (Sanders, throughout). 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week's Lesson 


To be assigned by the teacher, perbaps giving only one question 
to each pupil, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday. 





Before preaching the sermon given in next Sunday’s les- 
son, Jesus formally chose the twelve disciples. Read 
Mark 3 : 13-19, and learn their names (see the verse ‘‘ The 
Twelve Disciples ’’ on page 61 of the Times of January 27, 
1906). 

Read Matthew § : 1-16, 

What does ‘‘ beatitude ’’? mean? 

Show on your map about where Jesus was when he 
preached this sermon, 


What did Jesus mean by ‘“‘ the kingdom of heaven ’’? 

What did Jesus mean when he said that the meek should 
‘*inherit the earth ’’ ? 

When shall the pure in heart see God,—here or here- 
after? What is meant by ‘‘ see God’’? 

Should you say that the way of the Christian is hard or 
easy? Why? 


. Ten simpler questions on next Sunday's lesson will. be 
found in the ‘“‘ Study and Question. Manual,”’ an eight-page 
ee prepares by the International Teacher-Tra ning 

cretary, Mr. W.C. Pearce, and published by The Sunday 
School Times Co. Each pamphlet contains questions on the 
lessons of the entire Quarter, and will be supplied at 2 cents 
each, or $1 a hundred. 

~ 


It doesn't take long for love to choose between 


property and people. ' 
bad 


Difficult Points Explained 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D. D., LL. D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


HE narrative of Mark includes al] the recorded 
intervening events (Mark 1: 35-45): The with- 
drawal of Jesus,— who was followed by Simon 

and the others; a preaching tour through Galilee; 
the healing of a leper, who, though bidden to be 
silent, proclaimed his cure so widely that Jesus was 
obli to withdraw again into uninhabited regions. 

Place.—Capernaum, to which Jesus returned. The 
house seems to have been the usual home of Jesus 

see v. 1), and may have been that of Peter or of 

ary. It was certainly large, and built round an 

inner court, from which a ‘* porch” led to the outer 

deor. Around such a court there was usually a gal- 

lery, and if this house 

had one, Jesus prob- 

ably taught from this 

gallery. The roof, 

which was broken up 

Ci bee Morr hn 

e covered with tiles 

COURT (Luke), and that of 

the gallery would be 

lighter. An outside 

PORCH ert led to the 

, eee fe ae 

ERT a orbid the view that 

the ‘‘roof” spoken of 

was merely an awning over the inner court. As the 

house was the home of Jesus, all difficulty about the 
destruction of property is removed. 

Time.—The call of Matthew (Levi) followed imme- 
diately, and this ‘‘call” is the last event preceding 
the’ second passover (John 5), according to the view 
of the harmony here accepted; the date of the lesson 
is the latter part of March, year of Rothe 781 ; that is, 
A. D. 28. 

Persons.— An unnamed paralytic; a crowd, amon 
them ‘‘scribes.” Luke calls them ‘‘ Pharisees an 
doctors of the law.” These were the objectors. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 1.—After some days: Quite indefinite.— 
Entered again: The second visit mentioned b 
Mark (comp. chap. 1: 21).—Notsed: The preced- 
ing context shows that he was avoiding publicity. 
—In the house: Or, ‘‘at home.” Either sense is 





























grammatical; there is no article in the Greek, but 
**the house” in English points to his usual home. 








LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 25 (Mark 2: 1-12) 


Verse 2.—Not even about the door : The Greek is 

uliar and graphic, as if derived from an e 
witness (probably Peter). The inner court was filled 
first, and the crowd soon enlarged, occupying the 
porch mang. the door. 

Verse 3.—They come: The indefinite plural sug- 

ests a number of people accompanying the para- 
fytic, though he was dorne of four. The disease 
was palsy ; in this case the limbs were affected. 

Verse 4.—Crowd : This term is more apt here than 
** multitude,” the usual rendering.—7hey uncovered 
the roof: See above, under ‘‘ Place.”"—7he bed: The 
American Revisers give ‘‘pallet” in the margin. 
Luke says ‘‘couch,” But the paralytic probably la 
on a thin mattress or sheepskin, not on a cot or Sw f 
stead (comp. vs. 9, II, 12). 

Verse 5.—Seeing their faith: So all the accounts. 
Those who brought him are referred to, and what 
they had done attested ‘‘ their faith.”—Son: Greek, 
‘‘child,” the more affectionate term.—7/y sins are 
forgiven: The palsy may have been the result of 
some special sin, but of this there is no direct 
evidence. The man’s conscience had certainly been 
aroused. , 

Verse 6.—Reasoning: ‘‘ Reasoning”’ in the New 
Testament usually suggests captious or hostile ques- 
tioning. /u their hearts: The objection was not 
uttere 

Verse 7.—7hus speak? 'The vivacious style of 
Mark has been altered by later copyists, but is re- 
stored and reproduced by the Revisers.—Aut one, 
even God: Undoubtedly true, but not a valid objec- 
tion in this case, as Jesus himself proves. 

Verse 8.—Perceiving in his spirit: This implies 
that he had an inner perception of their thoughts, in- 
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dependently of their looks, words, or gestures, though 
there may have been some such outward manifesta- 
tions. 3 f p bitaet : 

Verse 9.— Which is easier, to say: It would be as 
easy to say the one thing as the other; but the 
aut _— to say Thy sins are forgiven could not be 
visibly demonstrated, whereas the efficient authority 
to say Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk could 
be proved by immediate results. The two being thus 
put on the same level, the physical result would show 
the spiritual authority. 

Verse 10.—T7he Son of man: This title Jesus gives 
himself ; his disciples never thus addressed him. 
Stephen (Acts 7: 56), however, uses it, but not in 
direct address. While it is now seen to imply his 
Messiahship, in itself it represents our Lord as the 
head of a renewed humanity, the ideal man—the 
second Adam, as it were. Only taough the Incar- 
nation could ‘‘the Son of man” be the real as well as 
the ideal man.—A uthority: The proper rendering of 
the Greek term, ‘‘ Power” is inadequate, suggesting 
‘*might” instead of ‘‘ right.” 

Verse 11.—Go unto thy house: Added to attest the 
completeness of the cure. Thus, too, the man would 
have gta 7? for ng OP reflection. 

Verse 12.—G/lorified God: Gave praise to God for 
the miracle, ascribing to God the ‘‘authority” that 
Jesus exercised, as Matthew states. Fear is referred 
to in the other narratives. Wonder, gratitude and 
reverent fear were combined. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Loss of dignity before men is more than made up 
by the p As. approval.- 


al 


A Blasphemer, or—What ? 


By Alexander 


HIS miracle is recorded by all three evangelists, 
but with considerable, though quite -unimpor- 
tant, verbal differences. In its most important 

part, however, Jesus’ words of power, the accounts 
are all but verbally identical, even to the somewhat 
awkward parenthesis, ‘‘He saith to the sick. of the 
palsy.” They thus show that a common original un- 
derlies their narratives. 

Mark first brings very vividly before us the efforts 
to lay the sick man before Jesus, which efforts were 
the sign of the ‘makers’ “faith.” The eager 
crowd still pressed on Jesus; the word fiew through 
Capernaum that he was there again. They rudely 
thronged into ‘the house,” probably Peter’s, where 
Jesus had wrought healings before, and repeated 
the scene of that busy Sabbath evening. The bear- 
ers of the paralytic came late, and found that access 
in the ordinary fashion was impossible. No sup- 
pliant would yield up his place. But ‘* where there’s 
a will there’s a way,” and men resolved to get to the 
Healer do not stick at trifles. The four sturdy bear- 
ers, at all events, and probably the poor sick man 
also, had ‘‘faith” in Jesus as able to cure, though 

robably that conviction was the limit to their faith. 

f we were as sure that we need the Healer as they 
were, and as eager to get his healing, and as sure 
that he can heal, we should be as determined to get 
to him and as quick to overcome difficulties as they 
were. 

It was not an easy matter to hoist a powerless man 
and his bed, however light that was, up on to the 
roof; but the difficulty appears greater than it was, 
because we are apt to think of one of our western 
houses, with several floors, ridged and solid roof, 
and no way of getting up but by long ladders. The 
house was probably of one floor, with-a lightly-con- 
structed flat roof, which could be repai as easily 
as it was ‘‘ broken up,” and which was accessible by 
an. outside stair at some little distance from the door 
where the crowd was. There was no very serious 
invasion of the occupier’s rights, and a little rubbish 
falling down among the crowd would not much dis- 
turb any one. So the hole was made cme enough 
to let down the bed, and it came down safely, though 
swaying as it descended, and there the sick man lay 
at Jesus’ feet apparently silent. But the mute appeal 
had a tongue that spoke to the heart, and the very un- 
conventionality of the act spoke tc Jesus of the actors’ 
faith, and said ‘‘ heal him” more loudly than any 
words. 

Jesus never failed to respond to the touch of faith. 
It always drew the desired stream from the ever- 
flowing fountain. But this time his words seem 
very irrelevant, and certainly were far away from the 
suppliant’s wishes. ‘‘ Thy sins be forgiven thee ”— 
that was not what all the trouble had been taken 
for. Not even the tenderness in the epithet ‘‘son” 
would quite soften the disappointment. Yet Jesus 
was going the direct way to answer the faith, though 
he seemed to be balking it, and he was ae us, 
as well as his then hearers, what is the disease from 
which-all other miseries flow. What we all need 
most to be delivered from is sin. 


McLaren, D.D. 


Perhaps this sufferer’s paralysis, like many an- 
other’s, had- been the result of profligate excesses. 
If so, the man would feel how straight to the root of 
the matter went the words that seemed to others 
so inappropriate. In any case, Jesus hére is tellin 
us that sin is the tap-root of all suffering, and ‘that it 
is folly to think to cure the world’s diseases unless 
we ean cléanse the world ‘of its sins. “ The stream is 
fouled’ at the source, and it is useless to throw in 
purifiers half way down its cotrse. That is a lesson 
for ardent social reformers, in and out of the churches; 
which is much needed to-day. 

What effect Jesus’ word produced on the sick man 
and his friends is not told us. All the evangelists 
turn at once to speak of its effect on the hostile 
critics. Luke enlarges on the wide range of place 
from which they had come, and both he and Mark 
a them as ‘‘ sitting” there, evidently in watch- 

ul groups, with feline eagerness to pounce on heresy. 
Their words are a wonderful specimen of the spirit 
of the ecclesiastical heresy-hunter all the world over. 
They had no eyes for the sick man’s wistful eager- 
ness, nor for the bearers’ efforts. They had no ears 
for the tenderness in Jesus’ address to the sufferer as 
‘*son.” All that they were capable of seeing in a 
scene that might have touched hearts not petrified by 
formality and intellectual orthodoxy, was the taint of 
suspected ‘“‘blasphemy.” Their premises were right, 
their conclusion was wena, Only God can forgive 
sins. Jesus did claim to forgive. What followed? 
Not that ‘he. was blaspheming, but that either he 
apes blasphemy or that his claim was valid. They 
should have examined into its validity before com- 
ing to their conclusion that he was a blasphemer. 


And Jesus offered them the opportunity of examin-. 


ing. It was equally easy to say, Thy sins are for- 

iven thee, or to say, Take up thy and walk; 

ut the former seemed easier, just because the reality 
of its operation could not be investigated, while the 
effect produced by the latter could — It is to be 
well noted that Jesus recognizes that the Pharisees 
were right both in their principle that forgiveness 
was an exclusively divine act, and in their under- 
standing him as claiming to perform it. He was 
bound to have explained himself if he was not mak- 
ing that claim, and_to have said, in effect, ‘‘ You 
misapprehend me. I am not arrogating the divine 
prerogative. I am simply proclaiming to this sufferer, 
as any other devout man might proclaim to him, that 
God’s forgiveness is available for him.” 

But that is not the line which he takes. He en- 
dorses their reading of his meaning, and in plainest 
words asserts his ‘‘ power on earth to forgive sins.” 
The fact that he did so, and proceeded to demonstrate 
his right to do so, is one of the plainest instances of 
his publicly: declaring his divine nature, and it is 
none the less an emphatic declaration thereof that, 
in making it, he calls himself.‘*the Son of man.” 
That name was a Messianic designation, and, used 
in such a connection as the present, it veils and yet 
partially reveals the whole mystery of incarnation. 

The claim to forgive sins could not be verified to 
sight, but the claim to restore health to the paralytic 


‘He is a good bo 
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could be, and Jesus offers the sight of the cured suf- 
ferer carrying the bed which had carried him for so 
long, .as a visible token that the invisible restoration 
had come to pass at his word. That suggests the 
general truth that the palpable, material effects of 
the gospel: witness to the reality of its invisible 
spiritual effects. So we may point to all the benefi- 
cent results in outward circumstances which follow 
in its train, as evidences of its power to heal souls 
and to wash away sins, their guilt and their do- 
minion. 
MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 


Devotion dissolves difficulties. 





** A ND He Spake THE WorD Unto THEM” (v. 2). 
The variety of meanings which Orientals 
take from ‘‘word” is surprising. After ap- 

parently thorough discussion of a certain. project 

with consequent definite proposals, a thoughtful man 
looked at me and with a gesture said, ‘‘ Words in 
words !” This meant that ‘‘it is a vain talk, noth- 
ing will come of it.” On the other hand it is a pro- 
verb, ‘‘The word of kings is a king of words.” 
That means it is potent and effectual. A word is also 
represented as being mightier thanasword. A score 
of people being earnest By am in the discussion 
of a matter, if one of the company secures atten- 
tion for a moment and makes a statement, half-a- 
dozen or more of his hearers ejaculate, ‘‘ Ka/em! 
katem or hatha kalem!” ‘* Words ! this is words !" 

Nobody mistakes what is meant: ‘‘ this is the truth,” 

or ‘‘there is no other way of it.” In Muhammad's 

view the word which Jesus preached is ‘‘ the book,” 

&ittab—book, but without the idea of ink and parch- 

ment or material substances essential to our idea 

of a book; it means ‘‘ the message,” the word. 

‘*God shall teach him the Scripture [£z¢#ad, book} 

and the law and the Gospel and shall appoint him 

his apostle to the children of Israel” (Qaran, chap. 

IIT). 

‘Tuy SIns aRE ForGIVEN” (v. 9). ‘‘ Very strange ! 
" His father was a good 
man.... Whence does this misfortune come upon 
him?” These are reminiscences of an earnest con- 
versation from actual life; indeed, it is a typical in- 
quiry. To what extent belief in the connection of 
sin and suffering is a force in the life of Orientals 
may be a fair question, but as to the universal ex- 
istence of this belief no doubt exists. As soon as 
they see suffering they infer sin as the cause of it. 
The ancient Egyptians and the modern Hindus 
thought that the natural life is not long enough to 
suffer for sin, and hence they conceived the doctrine 
of transmigration, the almost infinite rebirths which 
are the repetitions of so many lives after so many 
deaths, to suffer punishment for past sins. If the 
palsy had sin for its foundation, the people could see 
that in forgiving the man's sin the basis and reason 
of his suffering were gone. 

‘‘AND HE AROSE, AND... TOOK UP THE BED, AND 
WENT FORTH;...INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE ALL 
AMAZED” (v. 12). Last on two teachers and their 
mother came to spend their, holidays on a hill two 
miles west of my house. They hired a booth and 
sent a man to ask me the loan of two beds and a 
straw mat. I teok up two mattresses, two quilts; 
two pillows and threw them at his feet. Two min- 
utes later he had them tied with a rope and already 
on his back and went up the lane im full view of 
many of the neighbors, but nobody was amazed, for 
they often see people carrying their beds; but he had 
to call again for the straw mat. 
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If the Lord of love is in your home, you cannot 
keep him hidden. 
te 


The Journeys of Jesus 
By Frederic W. Chamberlain 


O* THE morning after Jesus had performed the 
many miracles in Capernaum, he went out of 
the town that he might pray in quiet and soli- 
tude. He was found by Simon and others, but in- 
stead of returning to Capernaum where many sought 
him, he went into the surrounding towns that the 
por throughout Galilee might have the message of 
ife. We know nothing of the route of his travel, or of 
the particulars of his ministry here, save that he went 
into the synagogues, ‘‘ preaching and casting out 
devils.” To indicate this tour, draw a circle in 
squares 4 C and 4D from Capernaum back to Caper- 
naum, numbering this journey 17. 
It was while in this Galilean ministry that Christ 
first cleansed a man of his leprosy. In spite of his 
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warning to secrecy, the healed man spread the news 
throughout the country, so that Jesus could not again 
enter the cities, but stayed outside in the country. 

It was very soon after his return to Capernaum 
from this Galilean — -tour that the paralytic 
was lowered through the roof of the house in which 
Jesus was, and was both healed and forgiven. 
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THE OUTUNE OF PALESTINE IN ‘OHRIGT’S DAY 
* GAOH @QUARE 16 TWENTY MiLEs 

The purpose of this series is to identity in a simple way the places 
and events associated in Christ's life. e journeys of Jesus will be 
traced week by week on the ‘map appearing. in the Times when there 
is any change of scene in the lesson. The same outline map in en- 
larged form ts included in The Sunday School Times Lesson Pictures 
(70 cents ‘2 set); teachers’may supply their pupils With those outlin 
of they may fa the pupils to make their own ‘sketch-maps, and ai 
them tn tra ng thereon the journeys of Jesus as here suggested week 
by week. Each square indicates twenty miles. 


Turee Oaks, MIcu. 
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The affliction of one may be the source of faith in 
many. 
ed 


The Lesson in Everyday Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


ND they come, bringing unto him a-man:sick of 
the palsy (v. 3).» What was their motive, do you 
think? Did they bring him because he had be- 

come'a burden? Were they tired of seeing him around 
and of ministering to his wants? Had his trouble got 
upon their nerves? Or, had his sorrows’‘piereed their 
hearts ? How enormously the sensibilities of: people 
vary when in the presence of physical suffering? The 
=e feeling of perfect health and strength toward 

iseuse and weakness is, undoubtedly, contempt and 
intolerance. When cranes are preparing for long 
journeys they take preliminary flights in which the 
weaklings are discovered and instantly dispatched. 
This is human nature as well as crane nature.» It is 
discipline, sorrow, and,’ above: all,« religion, that 
alters this nature. To Jesus Christ more than to 
any other person in history we owe our sympathy 
for suffering. The essential feature of his philoso- 
phy of life on its practical side is tenderness toward 
weakness. Along this line civilization seems des- 
tined to develop. Sometimes our sympathy and- 
helpfulness even become morbid. One day a nurse 
in a hospital was astonished to discover her patient 
hidden away beneath the bed-ciothes, and these 
words printed on a big piece of cardboard: ‘* Too 
sick: to be nursed.” ‘The dear; good-woman had 
overdone the business, but the most of us are in no 
danger of a similar exaggeration. 

Son; thy sins are forgiven (v. 5). If: Jesus: Christ 
was not the Son of God, these words are presump- 
tuous, even to blasphemy. For the moral sense of 
the bystanders was ethically correct. Any of us can 
pardon an offense committed against ourseives, but 
none of us can pardon an offénse committed against 
another. - This impossibility is startling and signifi- 
cant. The greatest monarch in the world could not 
forgive his cook for the most venial offense against 
his bottle-washer. Think of the Czar of Russia, the 
Emperor of Germany, the K‘ng of England; and the 
Pope of Rome conspiring to forgive me for having 
been unfaithful to some task assigned by God in 
heaven. They. might delude and bewilder me for 


callections of illustrations; Other books or 


a little while, but-as sure as the needle points back 
to the pole after the most pe ste tions, my 
moral sense would affirm and reaffirm that forgive- 


ness could’ only be bestowed: by the one against 
whom the offense was committed.’ I had rather be 
clear in my apprehension of the phenomena of for- 
giveness than of the solar system. 

. But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 


|. authority on earth to forgive sins.... 1 say unto 
” thee, Arise, ete, (vs. cA 11). The reali 


ties of each 
domain~ of existence furnish. concurrent evidences 


a er, 
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for those of every other—the material for the spirit- 
ual and the spiritual for the material. Light is an 
evidence of heart, of motion, and so on endlessly. 
Power over sickness is an evidence of power over 
sin, not complete and demonstrative, but partial and 
suggestive, acccrding to its greatness. 

CINcINNATI, OHIO, 


' The catego touch ts the great essential point of 
contact. ' mare 


<P . 


: | ‘Phe Illustration Round-Table 





: Os dollar for every anecdotal lesson illustration 


“that’can’ be used in the Times, and two dollars 

for the. des¢. illustration used for each week's 
lesson,—such is’ the offér- which is making the 
**Round*Table " one of the most interesting and 
valued features of the Times. . All readers are in- 
vited to assist in the conduct of this mutual depart- 
ment, ‘ The date ‘on which illustrations are due is 
shown by'this calendar’: ' 2 

. 1.—The Two Foundations ,., Matt..7:1 Due Feb. r 

= age y 7 —_ “ “ J 


* 8.—Jesus and the Sabbath . . Matt. 12 : 1-14. 
3 “ 15.—Jesus’ Power over os “4 
Disease and Death. . . Luke 7: 1-17. 1“ March 3 
o “«. 


@ * on—[ocue, the Sinner’s Friend . Luke 7 : 36-50. 10 
‘ “ 29.—The Parable of the Sower. Mark 4:1-20. “ “ sy 
é May 6.—The Parable of the Tares, 
Matt. 13 : 24-30, -36-43. - % 
~» “ 13.—A Fierce Demoniac Healed, Mark 5:1-20. “ . = 
gE * 20.—Death of John the Baptist 
(Temperance Lesson) . Mark 6 : 14-29.' “ April 
Q@ “ 27.—Feeditig the Five 
yo” ee Mark6:30-44. “ “ 1% 


™ 


ahes: esos & & Mark 7: 24-30. “ % of 
sx. “ 10—Peter’s Great Confession . Matt: 16:13-28. “ “ 28 
2.  17.—The Transfiguration . . . Luke + “ May 5 
13. ™ 24.—Review: Golden Text “Sts o Joba hk © 12 oe 


@ Manuscripts must be legibly written or ty 
written, on one side only of each sheet, and addressed 
to ‘‘ Illustration Editor The-Sunday School Times, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.” 

{ Each separate illustration must be signed by the 
full name and post-office address of the sender. ‘ As 
many illustrations as one pleases, on the same or on 
different lessons, may be sent at a time, 

§{ Do not take your illustrations from pupGshed 
pe - 
icals may be drawn upon, but remember that the 
dest illustrations are those that have come out of your 
own or a friend's actual life-experiences. The source 
from which each illustration is taken must be very 


« fully stated. 


“@ No single illustration should exceed 300 words in 
length ; shorter ones will be still more acceptable. 
4] The form for each illustration should be exactly 
as tho illustrations now appearing in this column. 
Very important.—Every illustration must bear 
the date and title of the lesson which it illustrates. 


Reaching the Crowd in China 


ND many were gathered together, so that there 
A: was no longer room to receive them, no, not 
even about the door: and he preached the 
word unto them (v. 2). It was a hot summer after- 
noon in West China. There came a tap at the 
missionary’s door, and at the command to ‘‘come 
in” there stood a Chinaman in at distress. His 
wife was very sick. They had tried all the Chi- 
nese doctors, who had pricked her with needles, 
pounded drums, etc., to drive out the evil spirit, to no 
avail, and now would the Jesus doctorcome. The 
missionary was tired, and the road was dusty and 
hot, but she got into her chair and was taken to see 
the sick woman. She found the sufferer in a stuffy 
little room which, after she entered, soon filled up 
with other women. After a while she was able to 
relieve the sick one, but by this time not only was the 
room full, but out in the court and pressing right up 
to the door were men, women and children. hen it 
was known that the sick woman was better, gratitude, 
wonder, and praise filled the hearts of the crowd, and 
the missionary preached the word unto them, tell- 
ing them that it was for the love of Jesus she had 
come to China 'to do this work.— Mrs. George Frost, 
Tweed, Ontario. ‘ 


God’s Use of Our .Hands 

And they come, bringing unto him one.stck of the 
palsy, witch was borne of four (v. 3). A visitor to 
a& glass: manufactory saw:a man molding clay into 
the great pots which were to be used in shaping the 
glass. Noticing that the molding was done bv hand, 
he said to the workman, ‘‘ Why do-you not use a tool 
to aid you in shaping the clay?” The workman re- 
mae ‘There is no tool that can do this work; we 

ave tried many, but somehow it needs the human 
fouch.” Is not this true also in the Lord's work? 
The divine hand can wipe away every tear and heal 
every heart wound; but he chooses to use our com- 
mon hands—yours and: mine to help him. Many, 
sick of the palsy of sin will never come in reach of 


the healing power unless human hands bear them.— 
May Raymond Selleck, Salem, Oregon. 

Which is easier, to say to the sick of the palsy, 
Thy sins are Thad deere’ ; or to say, Arise, and take 
up thy bed; and walk? (v.:9).: If: you could have 
| aol me about two years ago to the ‘humble 

me of Floridiano Perez, in Gibara, Cuba, you 
would have seen him lying on a hard, dirty cot in a 
dark, ill-smelling room,‘in the heat of that tropical 
clime, unbathed: for over two years, unable to move 
hand or foot, left absolutely without means of sup- 

‘\port for his a; mother, wife, and three children, 
suffering untold agonies of body from inflammatory 
rheumatism, and almost worse anguish - of spirit, 
questioning the justice of Providence. He had been 
a dissolute man, spending his earnings at the gam- 
ing table, but through the visits of the Friends’ mis- 
sionaries, he heard the voice of Jesus say: ‘*Son, 
thy-sins.are forgiven.” Go next Sunday into his now 
clean little room - filled .with sunshine, and see the 
band of children gathered about his bed to learn the 
Sunday-school lesson. Look into his smiling face 
and hear his testimony: ‘‘Though I naturally long 
to be free from n and have strength to provide 
for my family and work for Christ among my.coun- 
trymen, I would rather remain on this bed of suffer- 
ing all my days than prove unfaithful to my Saviour. 
God knows whether I have strength to remain stead- 
fast among my old peng 4 pada I leave it all to his 
wisdom.” The power that can keep a man in such a 
condition ee cheerful, and helpful year after year 
is above that which can heal the body only.—May 
M. Jones, Springdale, Iowa. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this incident. 


What the End Will Be 


The Son of man. hath authority on earth to for- 
tve sins (v.10). Mr, Fred Smith, the Young Men’s 
hristian Association worker, was once speaking to 

a company of men in India. While he was talking 
he noti one of his Muhammadan hearers who was 
much interested. From time to time, this man would 
put his fingers in his ears in order to. shut out the 
sound of words which, according to the teaching of 
his religion, he should not hear.’ But his face showed 
his longing ; and sometimes he would forget -to use 
his fingers. At the end of the talk he came to the 
speaker. ‘I can see yet the look of: longing on his 
face, as he began to k,” Mr.‘ Smith has said. 
‘*Do you really believe Jesus Christ can forgive sins 
as you say, and that he can give peace to those borne 
down by the burden of their sins ?”. the man asked. 
*« Indeed I do believe it,” was the answer; ‘‘ he can 
do just what he says.”” A moment the Muhammadan 
paused. Then he threw back his shoulders, and 
said, with an air of conviction : ‘Then he will con- 
quer the world!" And with a sigh he turned and 
left the room.— Zhe Rev. John T. Faris, St. Louis. 


When the Maker Came 


But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins (v8. 10, 11). There 
is a familiar legend which relates that there once 
stood in an old baronial castle a musical instrument 
upon which nobody could play. It was complicated 
in its mechanism, and during years of disuse the 
dust had gathered and clogged it, while dampness 
and variations ot temperature had robbed the strings 
of their tone.: Various experts had-tried to repair it, 
but without success, and when the hand of a player 
swept over the keys, it awoke only -harsh discords 
and unlevely sounds. But there came one day to 
the.castle a man of another sort... He was the maker 
of the instrument, and he saw what was amiss and 
what was needed for its repair. With loving care and 
special skill be freed the wires from the encumbering 
dust, and adjusted those that were awry, and brought 
the jangling strings into tune; and then the hail 
resounded with the strains of wonderful’ melody. 
It is but a legend, but the meaning is plain. These 
souls of ours are the harps that hang dust-covered 
and discordant, .disordered by sin, while yet the 
Master's hands have not foundthem. Everything is 
in confusion and at cross purposes, . It is only when, 
and not until, their divine -Maker comes and under- 
takes the task of repair and readjustment, that they 
can ‘be set right and made capable of the harmonies 
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for which they were created... Men weary themselves 
in vain. with their various expedients for securing 
ace of mind and the sense of freedom from guilt. 
nly Christ, our divine Maker and Master, can repair 
the disordered instrument. He, and he alone, has 
power on earth to forgive sins.—7khe Rev. G. B. F. 
Hallock, D.D., Rochester, N.Y. . 


“G. P. Cc.” 


Go thy way (v. 11). A negro in the South believed 
he had received an infilling of the ag’ | Be gy With 
impetuous love he longed to serve in a more 
definite way. A dream came to him in the night ; 
before him the letters G. P. C. appeared. Early the 
next morning the negro went to his master asking 
for his release from work, and he told his dream. 
He was certain that God was calling him and that 
the letters meant ‘‘Go Preach Christ.’ ‘* No, no,” 
the wiser head replied, ‘‘the message to you is, ‘Go 
pick cotton.’” en God gives a new manifesta- 
tien of himself to us, is it not that we may more joy- 
ously and more eoelag go about our daily duties ? 
Mes. Josie Conover, Rocky Hill, New Jersey. 


Getting Even With “‘ The Nabob”’ 

We never saw it on this fashion (v.-12). We 
sometimes see the richness of ‘Christ's forgiveness 
and power in his children. In Leyton, England, 
there was a village blacksmith called ‘‘ The: Nabob,” 
famous. for his great strength ‘and ‘his hot temper. 
He had quarreled much with: Elijah Mée, his next- 
door neighbor, a hard drinker and gambler, who re- 
taliated in many ingenious ways,:of which he was 
wont to boast in his cups- at the’ Red Lion Inn. 
Elijah went away and came back:a changed maii, in 
good clothes, a teetotalér, and a‘Christian. He called 
on the -Nabob and'said,‘*‘ Good day, Mr. Stone; I've 
called to ask pardon for matiy a bad turn I’ve: done 
you. Will:yow shake hands and. tell me you forgive 
me?” ‘**Never, never,” said the Nabob. - “I-don’t 
wonder you*are angered; but I've come to make 
restitution.” And -with' that he pulled - out: two 
sovereigns. ‘‘What-is that: for,” said’ the: ‘Nabob 
astonished. ‘* Some of it is for: fencing,” said Elijah, 
“‘and'some of it is for vegetables that I killed by 
syringing them with poison.” ‘‘ Well,” said the Na- 
bob, ‘‘they told me you were a new man and I begin 
to’ believe it,” and taking the gold, he shook hands 
cordially." Years afterwards Elijah had the joy of 
leadingto Christ his old enemy, who ‘began on that 
‘day. of restitution te believe there thust be some- 
thing in religion:-W. £. Hoffsommer, Steelton, Pa. 
From The. Christian Herald. DE aE 
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Only the power of the Saviour can gvercome the 


palsy of sin. 


The Perkins Home Letters 


Mrs. Perkins discovers how one may receive a 
blessing from another's faith, and tells her 
f married daughter about it. : 


Mapie VALiey, Monday night. 
DEAR MARTHA: 

Your letter came in Saturday’s mail, and I 
was some. uneasy that it wouldn’t get here before 
Sunday; for really, I look forward to the letters from 
you and Jim about the lessons, and would be disap- 
pointed without-them. And then pa, who is so anx- 
ious to seem unconcerned about them, when Friday 
came and no letter, talked about going over to Clifton 
Court House ears our carrier starts) on Saturday 
to see about Uncle Ames’ cow; but when your letter 
came he said he guessed the cow matter could wait. 
Doesn’t it seem strange that a grown-up man wants 
folks to think he’s interested in a cow rather than in 
religion ? 

Now next Sunday’s lesson comes mighty close to 
me in the picture it shows. Having nursed well 
nigh all the real sick folks around here one time or 
another, I do certainly know what scenes there are 
around.a sick bed. But, of course, I didn’t. ever see 
anything like this lesson tells about, although I know 
how folks, feel.when a loved one is real sick. But the 
part that takes hold of me is that the men with faith 
brought, a blessitig to the sick man. Now we mostly 
think that faith brings all its blessings to the one 
who has it; but. here it seems to have worked an- 
other way.. I’m sure the sick man had faith, too, but 
his getting a blessing partly because of ‘‘ their faith,” 
has some meaning for me. 

I just;wonder, now, whether other folks miss bless- 
ings because my faith isn’t large enough. There’s 
Tom Bender the butcher., I did make out to say to 
him last week,. ‘‘ Well, Tom, I hope some time you'll 
be a Christian.”” And he said, ‘‘ Yes’m, some time I 
suppose I will.” Now if I'd had the faith that would 
carry a sick man to the roof and let him down to the 
Master, I’d have said, ‘‘ Tom, let’s tear down all the 
barriers, and get right at Jesus’ feet this minute.” 
Or take pe or instance. I wonder whether with 
stronger faith I couldn’t have brought him long. be- 
fore this to the feet of Jesus who has power to for- 
give sins. Oh! my poor little faith! aybe in the 
early years I could have brought.pa right to the 
Great. Physician. I.tell you, Martha, if you've got 
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sin-sick folks to. bring: for. healing, don’t put it off till 
it’s harder for you, or-until they're too sick. 

Tell the boys and little Martha that grandma hopes 
their Sunday-school lessons will help them to love our 
Jesus more every day. é 
Your. loving 


Ma. 
i 
They cannot serve men who fear to soil their 
hands. . vei saltaaianad re * 
<0 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


E HAVE been studying to-day about a broken- 
down man, a broken-up roof, and a startled 
crowd of people who never saw anything like 

that before—a meager trembling, helpless man get- 
ting up and walking off with that rug-bed on which 
he Sat teen lying as a hopeless wreck ! Amazing ! 
No wonder the people glorified God. But not a bit 
more wonderful than changes you and I have seen 
in persons who have obeyed the word of Jesus Christ. 
(Tell of one or two instances of oo = of disposition 
and habits on the part of some you know who have 
accepted Christ.) 

And how did all this blessing come to the palsied 
man? lLet’s get it right before oureyes. If a man 
has any disease we say he is—sick? (Write it on 
the board).. And.a man who has palsy, a kind of 
paralysis, is without power to use his limbs as he 
wishes to. One word for that, impotent—meaning 
without power (write it). This poor fellow was sick, 





CHOOSE YE! 


CARED FOR 
Sick HELPED 
IMPOTENT RESTORED 
IMMEDIATELY. 
SaveD 
TRIUMPHANT 


NEEDY 











and could not help himself. He was in great .need. 


He .was—needy (write it). Can you see now, what 
was his greatest trouble? S-I-N. 
.,.Becanse.,Jesus was. there in that crowd, the man’s 
friends. worked eyer.so hard tod get him. to, Jesus. 
They lookéd. after him well. e was cared for 
(write it), He was let down by them through that 
broken-up roof. He.was helped (write it), When 
he got near Jesus, he was first cured ofi——? Then 
of ——? Yes, he was completely restored (write it). 
And then immediately he arose. Do you remem- 
ber how often the words immediately, straightway, 
occurred in the last lesson? Here again immediately, 
when Jesus helped. Now the man was saved, and 
he went forth no longer a weak and trembling wreck, 
but full of power, conqueror through Christ over his 
sin and his palsy—triumphant. Now do you see 
the explanation of it all? C-H-R-I-S-T. Which 
would you choose to-day, this column or that? Well, 
to-day is the time of all times to make that choice 
once for all. (Write Choose Ye! across the board, 
and ask the pastor to lead in prayer.) 
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The Superintendent’s Lantern 


Note.—The lantern-slides mentioned in the following paragraph 
may be ordered from regular dealers, or, if more convenient, an order 
for the purchase of any of these slides may be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company. om / dealers rent lantern-slides for a small 
sum, but orders for rental should not be sent to The Sunday School 


Times Company. Most of the slides mentioned are carried in stock 


by regular dealers. 


The lantern may be used effectively in teaching the order in 
which the notable events of Christ's life took place. A refer- 
ence to Riddle’s Outline Harmony of the Gospels will supply 
the intervening events between lessons, and a study of lantern 
slide catalogs will show that most of these events have been 
pictured on slides.. Thus the lantern may be used to bridge 
the gap between lessons by a pictorial history of events. ‘Thus 
the slides of last Sunday's lesson may be‘ shown, followed by 
The Healing of a Leper, and this followed by The Healing of 
a Paralytic.: Difficulties in the scholar’s mind as to how a bed 
might be let down through the roof may bé removed by show- 
ing An Oriental Bed, in The Sunday School Times Lesson 


Picture. 
a 
Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs '’’) 


‘t Depth. of mercy, can there-be ?"’ 
** My soul repeat His praise." 

‘Oh, gift of gifts ! Oh, grace."’ 

** Lord, I hear of showers of bless- 


Psalm 103 : I-4. 
(149: I-4. 211: 1-3.) 
Psalm 86 : 4-8. 
(117: 4-8. 173: 4-8.) 
Psalm 130 : 1-5. 


ing."’ 
** All hall the power of Jesus’ (193: 1-5. 282: 1-5.) 


name.’ Psalm 32 : 1-6. 
**T love to tell the story." (44: 1-3. 66: 1-3.) 
** Rejoice, :all ye believers.’ Psalm 51 : 6-9. 


**O Jesus, Saviour of the lost."’ (69: 4-7. 107: I-3.) 
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The Lesson in Outline 


» ‘+ By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
When Christ is in the House 


1. Let us Hasten to Him: . 
Noised, ... many were agg? (1, 2). 
To-day, oh that ye would hear (Psa. 95 : 7, 8). 
Seek ye ehovah while .. . found (Isa. 55 : 6). 
Now is the acceptable time (2 Cor. 6: 2). 
2. Let us Listen to Him: 
He spake the word unto them (2). : 
Blessed are .. . your ears, . . . they hear (Matt. 13 : 16). 
Thou hast the words of eternal life (John 6 : 68). 
We have had good tidings preached (Heb. 4 : 2). 
3. Let us Bring to Him Those in Need : 
They come, bringing... aman sick (3). : 
Come, see a man, .. . the Christ? (John 4 : 28-30). 
Brought unto him all. .. sick (Matt. 14 : 35, 36). 
There were brought. . . little children tara 19 : 13, 14). 
4- Let us Overcome Every Obstacle in the Way to Him : 
They uncovered the roof where he was (4).° 
Strive to enter in (Luke 13 : 24). 
Through many tribulations... enter (Acts 14 : 22). 
Fight the good fight of the faith (1 Tim. 6 : 12). 
gs. Let us Have Paith in Him : 
Jesus seeing their faith (5). 
If thou canst ! All things are possible (Mark 9 : 23). 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16 : 31). 
Justified by faith . . . peace with God (Rom. 5: 1). 
6. Let = See in Him the Son of God, Able to Take Away Our 
as: 


Who can “aga sins? ..,. The Son of man hath authority 
(6-10). . 

His name Jesus, .. . he that shall save (Matt. 1: 21). 

Taketh away the sin of the world (John 1 : 29), 

Believeth . . . receive remission of sins (Acts 10 : 43). 

7. Let us Show Our Faith in Him by Obeying His Commands: 
Take up thy bed... . he arose (it, 12). 

Enter into the kingdom .. . he that.doeth ( Matt. 7: 21). 

Love me... keep my commandments (John 14 : 15). 

Be ye doers of the word (James 1 : 22). 

8. Let us Praise God for His Salvation ; 
All amazed, and glorified God (12). 

To him be the glory for ever (Rom. t1 : 33-36). 

In all things God may be glorified (1 Pet. 4 : 11). 

Unto him that loveth us. .. be the glory (Rev. 1: 5, 6). 


x 


The men who stand by, look wise, and find fault, 
always think they are doing heroic service toward 
Saving the world, oun 


1 


‘Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


* :Phest Home Readings are'the ‘selection’ of thé International 
» ~« Bible Reading Association ‘of .London, whose ‘American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Mark 2: 1-12. . ... . . Jesus’ power to forgive 
Tuesday.—Isaiah 43: 14-25 ......... . Blotting out 
Wednesday.—Psalm 130. . ...... . .A forgiving God 
Thursday.—Psalm 25: 1-1. ..... Abundant forgiveness 
Friday.— Psalm 103: 1-I2....... Praise for forgiveness 
Saturday.—1 Johnr. . .. . . . Confession and forgiveness 
Sunday.—-Luke 5 : 16-26 . . .‘' Strange things" 


& 


The heart of all our sickness ts the sickness of our 
hearts. 





To have a firm grasp on the order of events in 
Chris? s life, and to know in which gospel story each 
event is recorded, is essential to clear teaching. Two 
inexpensive helps will greatly aid a teacher in getting 
this clear knowledge,—Arnold’s Chart of Christ's Jour- 
neyings (20 cents), and Riddle’s Outline Harmony of 
the Gospels (10 cents). The Sunday School Times Co. 











* 
Yet Another Day 


A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
February 19 to 25 


Mon.—My Father, may my mistakes be my teachers! May 
my failures be my warnings! Turn the foolishness of yester- 
day into the wisdom of to-day. 


TUEs.—O God, help me to follow hard after thee. May I 
not choose the ways of ease! Help me to take the steep road 
when that is the way of life. 


WED.—Gracious Lord, may my heart be fixed. on thee! 
Save me from wandering affections, and from all distractions 
which would impair the beauty and integrity of my disci- 
pleship. 

THURS.—My Father, purify my motives at-the beginning of 
this day. If anything is unclean within. me, take it awav. 
Lift up mine eyes unto the hills, and may my life be a con- 
tinual ascent. 

FRI.—Help me, O Lord, to rest in thee to-day.. May | 
not grow impatient! May I be quiet and trustful, waiting 
thy will, until the piliar of cloud move, and I am able to 
follow ! 

SaT.—I pray that I may this day live in the consciousness 
that I am a child of God. Help me to think so highly of my 
relationship that I shall do nothing mean or unworthy. Keep 
thou my feet. 

SuN.—Great God, may I not be afraid of what the day may 
bring! May [hide in thee, and meet everything calmlv and 
confidently, with perfect and joyful trust! 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
poner teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well at 
a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





General Topic: Stories from the Life of Jesus, 


Lesson Story: Ths Power of Jesus to Heal and 
Forgive. 


_ Lesson Aim: Jesus is Ready to Forgive us all. 
INTRODUCTION. 


Did you remember anybody's birthday in school 
the past week ? Why do the school chi‘dren all over 
the land peewee special exercises in honor of Wash- 
ington’s birthday ? More than ahundred years have 

assed since his death. Do you know any wonder- 
ul words or deeds of his that caused people to call 
him the Father of His Country, and to choose him 
for the first president? Lam glad you know.some- 
thing about this great man whom the nation honors. 
His statue is in many parks, and his picture may be 
found in many public buildings, schools, and houses. 
In this and other countries there have been many 
teat men, but the greatest of all was—? Jesus. 
lis words and deeds were more wonderful than any 
others, and more people know about them. 


REVIEW AND INTERVENING EVENTs. 


Tell me what he did and said on that busy Sabbath 
in Capernaum. (With last Sunday’s diagram recall 
the incidents in the synagogue, in Peter's house, and 
about the door.) Part of that night he rested in 
Peter's house, but long before day he went out alone 
to a desert place where he might be undisturbed 
while he prayed to his Father in heaven. It helps 
everybody to pray before the day’s work begins. Do 
you know a morning prayer ? 

I think Jesus knew that early in the mornin 
crowds would gather about Peter's door, as they di 
the night before. They followed him, and found him 
where he had been praying, and said, ** All are seek- 
ing thee,” but Jesus said, ‘‘I must go into other 
towns to preach also,” so he visited the synagogues 
and the country places round about Galilee till he 
reached the other side of the lake, preaching and 
healing everywhere. After some days he crossed 
over to Capernaum in a boat. 


LEsson. 


People soon heard that he had come back to one of 
their houses, and began to fill the courtyard and 
doorway to hear him, just as they had crowded about 
Peter’s house, with their sick friends, that Jesus 
might heal them. (Draw or make a simple repre- 
sentation of a flat-roofed Oriental house from an in- 
verted pasteboard box, by cutting a doorway, drawing 
outside stairs, and cutting away the roof over the 
courtyard.) Such a crowd soon gathered that there 
was no more room. Most of these were friends of 
Jesus, but not all, (Write Friends.) 

The Bible does not tell what Jesus said to the peo- 
ple, except that he spoke God’s word. Perhaps he 
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never finished that talk, for something interrupted. 
Othe: friends who knew he had come were bringing 
a palsied man on a mattress, hoping that Jesus might 
heal him, as he had healed so many at Peter's door 
on that Sabbath day. The palsy made the man 
shake so that he could not stand or walk. That 
was why these friends had carried him on his bed. 
(The Times picture shows an Oriental bed. ) 

Because Jesus was inside the courtyard, and the 
crowd was so great, these friends couldn't get through 
with the sick man, and the only way they could think 
of was to carry him up the outside stairs, unco.er a 
part of the thin roof, then by ropes to let the man 
down, mattress and all, right beside Jesus. How 
surprised everybody must have been! Of course 
the preaching ey a Jesus looked at the sick 
man, and said, ‘‘Son, thy sins are forgiven.” We 
don’t know what his sins had been, but they had 
weakened the boay God had given him so that he 
couldn't controlit. Jesus knew, and the man knew. 
Isn't‘it too bad ‘that people wilt‘do such things, yet 


‘sure to harm both their minds an 


there are boys to-day who use cigarettes, which are 
es. 

It seems as if everybody would have been glad 
that day, but among those people were some Fault- 
finders (add that) who had come to watch and 
listen, just to find fault with Jesus. When they 
looked at the Porgiven man (write that) they said, 
‘* Who can forgive sins but God?” They didn’t be- 
lieve that Jesus was the Son of God. 

He knew their thoughts, and said, ‘‘ Wh+ reason 
ye these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to 
say... Thy sins are forgiven; or, Arise, take up 
thy bed and. walk? But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive 
sins (he saith to the sick of the y); ... Arise,” 
etc. Immediately he arose, rolled up his: bed, and 
went out, as the crowd made: way for him. (Show 
the picture-roll here, then read. the lesson, allowing 
the children to supply occasional words, and compare 
the three kinds of people: who heard Jesus that day, 
—the friends; the -fault-finders; and the forgiven 
man.) ; 
’ The astonished | wr said,:*‘ We never saw. any- 
thing like this: before,” and they glorified God; just 
as our Lord's prayer says, ‘‘ Thine:is the-power and 
the glory forever.”. Sing one-verse of ** hail the 
power of Jesus’ name.” 

How. happy. the friends. must- have» been who 
brought the sick man to Jesus, and the friends who 
saw him forgiven! Jesus is just as ready to forgive 
us, and how often we pray, ‘** Forgive us our sins” 
= or trespasses)! How ashamed those: fault- 

nders must have felt. after they had seen Jesus’ 
power! But the man who was healed. and forgiven 
must have felt the happiest of all, and loved Jesus 
for his kindness. 


*¢ All the little children loved him, 
Many grown up people, too, 
For he always helped and blessed them 
In all the ways he knew.”’ 
(Song Sarto “ the Sunday-school or Special Songs and Services, 
oO. 2. 


Peoria, ILL. 
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The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


AKE this opportunity early in the study of the 
life of Jesus, to show that we have not a bi- 
ography of him in the Gospels, but a collec- 

tion of his recorded sayings and acts. From these 
records men learn his character and mission, and 
knowledge of him has grown through men’s medi- 
tation on them and men’s experience of Christ's 

This lesson is one of a few acts recorded of 


wer. 
) pe during an extended ministry in various parts . 


of Galilee, which spread his fame abroad (Matt. 4: 
23-25). Another of these acts was his healing of a 
leper (Luke 5 : 12, 13), which was pee selected 
for record because of the relation of leprosy to sin in 
the popular mind. For the same reason this account 
is given of the restoration of the paralytic. The good 
news in it for us is not that.a new cure for paralysis 
was revealed, but that in Christ forgiver«ss of sins is 
assured. For Jesus Christ healed in order that he 
might teach men how w enter into the new kingdom. 
This act of healing, then, brings before us these 
three things: 

Christ’s Power to Forgive Sins. It is found in 
his eternal oneness with the Father. That union 
he declared was absolute and complete (John ro : 30). 
The Son, he said, does what the Father does, and 
nothing except ‘what he sees the Father do. By 
his union with the Father the Son has power to 
raise the dead to life, and.to pronounce final judg- 
ment on all men (John §: 9-24). The voice which shall 
be heard by all who are in the tombs, and shall call 
them forth, which shall assign those who have done 
good to the resurrection of life, and those who have 
done evil to the resurrection of judgment (John 5 : 28, 
29), is the voice which speaks forgiveness of sins to 
those whoask forit. We may be sure that the palsied 
man asked for it. He who knew what was in man 
understood the desire of the silent sufferer. It is to 
One whose word ot command sent the life-blood 
coursing through the veins of the helpless paralytic 
that we turn when, in penitence and need, we pray 
for the forgiveness of our sins (John 14: 13, 14). 

The Meaning of Christ's Power to Forgive Sins. 
It is best expiained by interpreting the story of the 
paralytic. Jesus, returned from one of his teac*ing 
journeys, was giving audience in Simon’s house (Mark 
2:1) to leaders of the church from different places, 
and the power of the Lord was with him to heal (Luke 
5:17). In the. midst of his teaching he saw-men 
making. an a im the roof, and soon they low- 
ered through it to ‘his feet a helpless:man lying on a 
palet. We-can-imagine-his- eyés' fixed on Jesus, re- 
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vealing his mournful st of complete Physiost 
wreck through wicked self-indulgence, his keen re- 
gret and repentance, his eager hope caught from the 
confidence of the four men who brought him that 
Jesus would restore him to health. 

Jesus, knowing that it was not the will of his Father 
that one whose repentance was sincere should perish 
in his sins, at once exhorted the man to take heart 
and hope, telling him that his sins were forgiven 
(Mark 2: 5). The man’s face brightened, his shakin 
limbs became still, his wrinkled brow smoothed, an 
peace quietly banished his ex ion of anxious fear. 

But the faces of some of the leaders of the church 
expressed their astonishment and disapproval. Thev 
showed that they thought Jesus had no divine 
right to forgive sins committed against God (vs. 
6, 7). They. reasoned truly that an offense can be 


_forgiven only by the person offended: An offense 


against God can be pardoned only by God. They 
did not know that Jesus, in being, knowledge, and 
in pu » was one with God, and therefore was 
uttering the Father's will and exercising the Father's 
power, while he was in full sympathy with the peni- 
tent man (John § : 22,:27).. The a came to 
know that as the essence of the Gospel (Acts 13 : 38, 
39). Every one who has had the experience of for- 
giveness of sin can proclaim it as a fact to every 
penitent sinner (Acts 10°: 43). ; ite 

_ Christ’s Power to Forgive Sins Demonstrated. It 
was not strange that’ the Pharisees and teachers of 
the Law, knowing only what they knew of Jesus, 
should question his-authority to forgive sins ayainst 
God.. But the paralytic knew what- Jesus had done. 
Courage had taken the place of despair,- and was 
reyes his shattered nerves nd -bringing , the 
flush of health into his cheeks, ‘He had surrendered 
his will to Jesus and was ready-to obey: his: word. 
Jesus turned to the leaders and told them that their 
question. whether or not the man’s sins had really 
been forgiven-might be quickly answered. (vs.-8, 9). 
He quietly utte his commands to the man (vs. 10, 
11), who did not hesitate a moment. to see whether 
his limbs would obey his will, but arose, rolied. up 
his pallet,.took it under his arm, and »with steady 
steps passed through the crowd, who opened the 
way for him into the street. 

The people stood gazing with awe at the man as 
he. walked away. Then they also went out, saying 
to one another, .‘* We never saw anything: like this” 
(v. 12). ‘*These are strange things that we-have 
seen to-day."" The man as he departed broke forth 
into thanksgiving to God for his mercy; and the 
people joined him in glorifying God (Luke 5 : 25, 26). 

Boston. 
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Love never sees the mountains in the way. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Pharisaic Fears Awakened 


I. THe GENERAL PrePaRATION (Mark I : 39 to 2: 22). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

The noteworthy fact in this early ministry of Jesus 
in Galilee was his remarkable popularity. Every- 
where he found opportunity to work with: freedom ; 
everywhere he was welcomed. All were-in sympa- 
thy with his message of repentance; -all aero owe at 
his works of healing. But before the tour was over 
Jesus came into collision with Pharisaic opinion. 

The record of the Synoptists is fairly represented 
by Mark, who notes the healing of the leprous man 
as the cause of a —s which Jesus wished to 
avoid. He even had to keep away from Capernaum, 
where he was best known: 

On one occasion, however, he had returned, and 
the fact became generally known. _A tremendous 
crowd assembled, filling the house and thronging 
every approach to it. While Jesus was teaching the 
people, four men approached, bearing on a litter a 
palsied man. Foiled in every attempt to pet the 
patient through the crowd into the presence of Jesus, 
the men, determined to give their friend a chance, 
climbed the outer stairway to the roof, uncovered the 
thatching of the roof, and lowered: both litter and 
man down into the room below. Such confidence 
and resourcefulness appealed to Jesus. He responded 
at once, but not according to their expectat’on. He 
assured the man kindly that his sins were- forgiven. 
Shocked by such assumption, the scribes and Phari- 
sees present were ready to express dissent. But 
Jesus challenged them to dispute his right to declare 
the forgiveness of sins when he was openly giving 
evidence of the power to cure disease that had 
baffled all skill. 

Such declarations the scribes might have looked 
upon as harmless vagaries, but incidents kept hap- 
pening which aroused and alarmed them. Three of 
these we may note in connection with the healing 
of the paralytic. Jesus called to discipleship a pub- 
lican, the most hated class of people in the land. 
That Matthew was intelligent, able and zealous, 
made no différence; he was an outcast. But Jesus 
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went further. He showed himself a 
friend of Matthew's friends, even par- 
taking of their hospitality. This was in 
flat contravention of Jewish ideas as up- 
held by their learned leaders. Jesus 
merely declared, in reply to criticism, 
that he was living to save sinful men. 
The controversy over fasting was 
much after the same sort. Fasting, as 
ractised by the Pharisees, was but a 
orm, to which Jesus refused to con- 
form. His reasons were cogent, but 
not convincing. His objectors could not 
answer him, but began to feel with a 
growing sense of irritation that he was 
an innovator who would not hesitate to 
criticize their cherished customs. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

* A leaflet containing the names of reference works 
bearing on the lessons in the Gospels will be mailed 
by The Sunday School Times Co., upon request, for 
a two-cent stamp. 

No one enters into this period of the 
active life of Jesus with more sympathy 
and insight than Bruce. He is particu- 
larly happy in his Expositor’'s Greek 
Testament (which one who does not 
read Greek can use to much advan- 
tage) in dealing with these passages. 
Rhees, Farrar, and Dawson are each 
contributory. 


III. QuEsTIONs FoR StTupy AND Discus- 
SION, 

To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 
ful consideration, to members of the class.] 

1. The Healing of the Leprous Man. 
(1.) What effect did this have upon the 
public activity of Jesus? 

2. The Paralytic. (2.) Why was there 
difficulty in getting him into the pres- 
ence of Jesus? (3.) Why was it neces- 
sary to have him get there? Could not 
Jesus have healed him a rod or two 
away? (3.) How did his friends over- 
come the difficulties of entrance? (5.) 
What did Jesus do for the paralytic ? 

3. The Scandalized Scribes. (6.) 
Were they pees in being shocked at 
the word of Jestis? (7.) Did the mira- 


cle of Jesus actually’ create confidence | 


in their minds ? 

4. The Added Reasons for Disunion. 
(8.) Would they object to his preaching 
to the-despised classes ?''{9.)}' Why was 
Jesus careless about fasting ? 

5. The New Situation. *(10.) In what 
ways did the growing opposition of thé 
religious leaders hinder him ? 


IV. LeapInG THOUGHT. 
[General discussion under the leader’s direction.] 


Jesus always ignored privileges and 
ministered on a basis of need. Our 
true field of labor is the neediest place 
in which we can be serviceable. 


Boston, 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 


(Continued from page 82) 





noon hour, and the afternoon hour, ex- 
pressed their views and gave interesting 
reasons. 

The advantages of the morning hour are : 
1. Everybody is fresh. 2. Those who mean 
to attend church are already there. 3. It is 
easier to secure the attendance of the schol- 
ars at the church service. 4. Those who at- 
tend both services have a longer afternoon as 
home than they would otherwise. 

The advantages of the noon hour are as 
follows: 1. A larger proportion of those 
present at church will remain to the Sunday- 
school.. 2. You are more likely to catch 
those who are lazy and cannot get up in time 
for the earlier service. 3. It is a better 
hour for those who have long distances to 
come. 4. It does not require so hasty a 
breakfast, and mothers can come who other- 
wise could not on account of getting the 
children ready. 

The advantages of the afternoon hour are 
as follows: 1. The session can begin and end 
by itself. 2. A definite plan can be carried 
out, because you do not have to hurry either 
at the beginning or end. 3. The session 
may be a little bit longer than it could be at 
any other time. 4. It magnifies the school 
as a service of the church. 

There are disadvantages connected with 
all these hours, but to my mind, all things 
considered, the afternoon hour is the best. 
Our school is held at noon, but I wish it 
were held in the afternoon, 
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Have you noticed that 
wherever you go the most 
enthusiastic friends of | 


Pell’s Notes 


you meet are invariably 
the most progressive S. S. 
workers in their community? 





Theres a reason. Pell’s Notes on the Sunday-school lessons meets 
the needs of up-to-date people. It gives you the sort of help you need 
most. Dr. Pell has a talent for getting at the heart of things. He 
cracks your hard nut at a blow, casts the hull. aside, and holds up the 
kernel before your very eyes. You just can’t help seeing the heart 
of the lesson. 


truth to others. 


edition—monthly—twelve little books a year. 
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And he not only makes -you see it: he warms your heart with it. His words stir your 
brain and set your heart afire, and when he is done you are fairly tingling with desire to impart the precious 
Covers the whole ground in every lesson and satisfies you thoroughly. You'll find it in the 
leading Sunday-schools of the world. Used by teachers, senior pupils, and Bible classes.. Vest-pocket 
Subscription 75 cents; two years (special offer) $1.00. 





Pell’s Notes a 
Geikie’s Life of Christ 
both for only 


$1.00 


* “1 am very much pleased with both, but 
what is a surprise to me is how you can fur- 
nish such valuable material at the price. I 
have paid three dollars for books with less 
satisfaction than this dollar’s worth.’’— Chas. 
Fawcett, Roland, Manitoba, Can. 


Special Offer 


Pell’s Notes 


2 — 

















Pell’s Notes a2 
Cram’s Atlas 


$1.00 


Cram’s Quick Reference Atlas is to be 
found on the desks of intelligent people every- 
where. Contains 105 maps, an index of 
40,000 names, enabling you to turn in an in- 
stant to any point on the globe; gives popu- 
lation of towns, etc. Han I, volume size, 391 
pages. Regular price of ‘Atlas alone, $1.00. 








We may be compelied to withdraw 
these offers soon. Better order to-day. 


Robert Harding Co., Inc., Richmond, Virginia 














Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


It’s worth a great deal to any church or Sunday-school to know where supplies may 
be purchased. Here is a list of prominent dealers, any or all of whom would be glad to 
correspond with our readers about supplies required in church, school, and class. When 
you need anything of the sort, consult this Diréctory. 


OXFORD MAPS 
By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 


These maps cover all Biblical 


It appears once a month. 


A.B. & E. L. Shaw Co. 


largest makers of 





a , Se eer Pulpit Furniture, 
; a ae discoveries. The map of Lodge Furnitur ey 
ad or hee og and 
to Sabbath-schools for these Shoe Store Settees 
Travels maps; also for the four maps 


81 Causeway St., Boston 


Send for new catalogs. 


ACKBOAR 


|‘NEW IDEA” 


** Semelroth ’’ Endless Band. 
FLEXIBLE. NEW IDEA PLATE. 
RECORD. OUTLINE B. B. MAP OF PALESTINE. 
SCREEN AND BLACKBOARD. S.S. BANNERS. BADGES, 
THERMOMETERS, ETC. SEND FOR CATALOGUE 29. 


American Blackboard Co., St. Louis, Mo. 





as a set. 
OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohio. 


Easter Services 
“OUR EASTER KING ”’ 
** EASTER TRIUMPH ” 


Send 10 Cents, and we will send samples of each 
of the above, our Sar, Sate catalogue, our 
ge for 











illuminated title-pa, ster program, and cir- 
cular of Easter Collection Devices, etc. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 249 Dock St., Phila., Pa. 


IN EXCELSIS FOR 
SCHOOL AND CHAPEL 


The best Sunday-school Hymnal. Carefully 
selected and classified hymns, high quality of 
music adapted to the hymns and capable of 
being sung by all children; careful exclusion 
ah the in try —— - poss 

uantity price, 35c. sample copy for 2 
The Century Co., Union Sq., N. Y. City 








In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything adver- 
tised in this paper, you will oblige 
the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw 
the advertisement in The Sunday 
School Times. 

















A FORWARD STEP 
la Gunday School Seng Beoks 


Wit 
Heart and Voice 


BY 
LORENZ, PORTER, and FEARIS 
Assisted by 
Gabriel, Wilson, Marks, Post 
and others 


of Great Merit 
iar Songs That Have Struck Twelve 
Standard Gospel Songs and Hymns 
Opening and Closing Exercises 
Special Music in Profusion 
metric l, practicable, 
k for active Sunday 





A complete, s 
attractive song 
school workers. 

SYSTEMATIZED LIKE A HYMNAL 
How To EXAMINE THI8 Book 

1. Send 20 cents for a sample copy. 

2. Sent free for examination to be 
returned post-paid. 

38. Ask your dealer to show it to you. 


THE LORENZ PUBLISHING CO. 


150 Fifth Avenue 216-218 W. Fifth St. 
New York Dayton, Ohio 























: » ial ed for Sunday-school lessc q 
Chart of Christ's Journeyings Bach prio bas it eulen,” Wan goths laches Maslin: 
New Colored Books of Bible Chart Pookssst {5sig7,, Size 2s feet. 


stpaid ; plain, $r.50. 
2%X1¥% inches, 50 cents per 100. Write for special ceculare’ iste B-9 


Twelve New Easter Services Different pobichere, sent om approval. Give name of 


Sunday-school 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, 1313 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Price, $2.00, 
me design on cards, 








TH, GERUINE MERFELY BELL S| CHURCH BELLS asa’ Peats 
The most perfect, highest class bells in the world Best Superior Copper and Tin. Get our price. 


Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet. West Troy P. O.. N.Y. | McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY. Baltimore, Md. 





Souvenir Post 
Cards to send 
to absent 


scholars 


The Sunday School Times Lesson 
Pictures on post cards. A picture for 
each lesson. 20 cents for the quar- 
ter’s set by mail, 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelpnia, Pa. 




















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In the School Where There is 
No Club of Subscribers 


—and-where there has been none during 1905—you can render great service to the officers and teacners and 
adult Bible students by leading them to subscribe for The Sunday School Times. Thousands of club or- 
ganizers have done just that from year to year for their fellow-workers, counting their efforts as a contribu- 
tion to the welfare of the school. It is only through the efforts of the club organizer that his fellow-workers 
are enabled to secure the paper every week for a year at the very low club rate of 75 cents—when five or 


FEBRUARY 10, 1906 


more persons unite to form a club. 


In some schools, however, The Sunday School Times is not well known. It could be. It ought to 
be. The publishers confidently rely upon the paper itself to prove its value to every Sunday-school worker 
who examines it, but a careful consideration of it is best secured when some one in the school brings it 


directly to the attention of the workers. 


To any one, therefore, in a school where no club of the Times has been taken during 1905 who will 
bring the paper to the attention of his fellow-workers, either by means of a few free specimen copies (sent on 


request), or by showing his own copy, the publishers make these purely introductory offers as a means of 
securing an introductory club of subscribers in every such school. 


These Offers for NEW Subscriptions Only 


For Securing A Sunday School Times Fountain 


Pen ($1.50), full size, 14-karat 
an Introductory gold, medium, fine, or stub ; thor- 
Club of Five 


oughly high grade, 
Or, a copy of Henry Clay Trum- 
bull’s «Individual Work for Individuals" (in paper, 35 
cents), and Professor Brumbaugh’s new book, ** The Making 
of a Teacher ”’ (cloth, $1.00). 

Dr. Trumbull's book is a most inspiring and instructive 
study of actual experiences in soul-winning. About 40,000 
copies already sold. 

Professor Brumbaugh's book is a masterly treatment of. the 
work and training of the Sunday-school teacher by an expert in 
secular and religious education. It will open a new world of 
achievement to the teacher who has not had the benefit of 
special training. 


The Sunuay School Times Foune 
tain Pen ($1.50) and ** The Make 

an Introductory | ing of a Teacher” ($1.00). 
Or, Marion Lawrance’s new 


Club of Eight 
book, ** How to Conduct a Sun- 


day-School”’ (cloth, $1.38), and “Individual Work for 
Individuals” (35 cents). 

Mr. Lawrance's book-is by far the best working manual for 
the superintendent. 

It is full of actual plans and suggestive hints, based upon a 
world-wide observation as secretary of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention; and upon thirty years’ experience as 
superintendent of a remarkable school. 


For =ecuring 


Either of the preceding offers 
fot a club of eight and a copy of 
an Introductory The Sunday School Times for 
one year to any address. 


Club of Ten 
Or, Davis’ Bible Dictionary 


($2.25). The ideal reference book for the - busy teacher,— 
thorough, scholarly. The Independent says, ‘‘ It stands alone 
as the only available compendium of up-to-date biblical infor- 
mation in the English language.’’ 

Or, a Letter Duplicator, size 6X9 ($1.58), an almost indis- 
pensable tool for the superintendent who wants to send occa- 
sional letters to his co-workers quickly and inexpensively. A 
gelatine pad, on which the original letter is pressed for a 
moment, and from which fifty copies or more may be taken 
wthout rewriting, by pressing blank sheets, one after. the other, 
on the pad. 


For Securing 


For Securing “The Making of a Teacher” 


($1.00), **How to Conduct a 
an Introductory Sunday-School” ($1.38), The 


Club of Fifteen sunday School Times Fountain 
* Pen ($1.50), and one year’s sub- 
scription to The Sunday School Times (club rate, 75 cents). 


For Securing The Sunday School Times Foun 
tain Pen ($1.50), ** How to Con- 


an Introductory duct a Sunday-School ” ($1.38), 
Club of Twenty “The Making of a Teacher” 
($1.00), * Individual Work for 
Individuals ”’ (35 cents), and two yearly subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times (club rate, 75 cents each: $1.50). 


All the prices here quoted include the postage. 


For larger introductory clubs, proportionate combinations of these offers may be chosen. 


Subscription Rates: One copy one year $1.00. Five years, $4.00. Five or more copies, to separate 
addresses, 75 cents each a year. Specimen copies of any one issue, free upon request. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 25 





In the homs workbasket there is no help 
#0 important as good scissors. In select- 
ing them too much is often left to chance. 
But there really need be no uncertainty in 
buying scissors. Just ask for Keen Kutters. 
In this way you can get scissors for any kind 
of work that will cut clear, sharp and true,re- 
tain their edge and give you satisfaction with 
every single clip, 


KEEN 
KUTTER 


SCISSORS an? SHEARS, 


can be distinguished very easily from the ordi- 
mary kind by the Keen Kutter trade mark, 
the name which stands for 86 years experience, 
the most exacting care in workmanship, and 
the finest tempered cutlery steel. Remember 
the name KEEN KUTTER—it means what 
it says. 

Keen Kutter Pocket Knives for men and 
women are the very best made. Keen Kutter 
cutlery received the Grand Prize at the 
World’s Fair, St. Louis. 

If your dealer does not keep Keen Kutter 
Tools, write us and learn : 
Scissor Booklet sent free. : 
A complete line of cutlery and tools is 





















Long “After the’ 
Price is For- 
gotten.” 


, SIMMONS HARDWARE COMPANY, 


St. Louis and 
New York. 
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He Accepted 
the Offer 








(SEE OPPOSITE PAGE) 


CAMPBELLFORD, ONT. 
January 30, 1906, 


PuBLISHER OF 
Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs: 


Dear Sir.—Your Fountain 
Pen arrived to-day. Icanonly 
that, had it been a poor 
makeshift, I should have been 
well satisfied, for it is more 
than all profit, but how you 
can afford to send out on such 
terms so valuable and excel- 
lent a pen I fail to under- 
stand. It makes me feel as 
though I was getting some- 
thing for nothing. 
Yours faithfully, 
Frep W. WEsTON, Sr. 


He Was More 
Than Pleased 


(YOU WOULD BE) 











THE:SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’ 3 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








February 25, 1906. Neesima and Mis- 
sions in Japan. (Isa. 50 : 4-10.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Zeal for sinners (Psa. 96 : 1-13). 
TuES.—A witness for the Lord (Isa. 43: 


8-13). 

WED.—A faithful watchman (Isa. 62 : 6- 
12). 

‘THURS.—Stars in his crown (Dan. I2 : 


1-3). 
FRI. —Salting the earth (Matt. 5 : 13-16). 
SAT.—Japan’s future (Mic: 4: 1, 2). 















Give facts about Neesima. 
Tell of missions in Japan to-day. 
How has the war opened new doors? 


OSEPH HARDY NEESIMA was 
born in Tokyo, or Yedo, as it was 
called, on February 12, 1843. He 

belonged to a Samurai family, and was 
a retainer of the Prince Itakura. He 
early became dissatisfied with conditions 
in Japan,and from a historical geography 
of the United States in Chinese, written 
by Dr. Bridgman, one of the early mis- 
sionaries in China, and from a Chinese 
Bible History which a friend possessed, 
he conceived the idea of coming to Amer- 
ica and learning there more perfectly the 
Christian principles which he believed 
were the great need of his land. ‘I 
thought a mere material progress will 
megs itself useless,” he wrote, ‘‘so 

ong as their morals are in such a de- 
plorable state. Japan needs a moral 
reformation more than mere maiterial 
progress, and my purpose was more 
strengthened to yisit a foreign land.” 
Japanese subjects; however, were not 
allowed to go abroad then, and the boy 
ran away, securing passage in an 
American ship from Hakodate to Shang- 
hai. At Shanghai‘happily he was trans- 
ferred to one of the ships of Alpheus 
Hardy, the Christian merchant of Bos- 
ton, and reached Boston in 1865. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hardy, after some hesi- 
tation, decided to educate him, and put 
him in Phillips Academy, Andover. 
On the fly-leaf of his journal which he 
kept, he wrote on reaching Andover the 
words of John 3: 
page is found this prayer: 

**O Lord, Thou picked out me from 
darkness, forsaking my parents whom I 
did love, and bringeth me here, passing 
boundless ocean very safely, no hurri- 
cane, no tempest, but always fair wind. 
O Lord, Thou let me acknowledge thy 
holy’ Word every day, and maketh me 
warm bed to lie down in, and prepareth 
me nice table to eatenough. O Lord, no 
man can do such goodness and merc 
for me but thou ‘only. O Lord, was 
away my sins, take up my evil heart 
and give me right spirit to understand 
and remember thy holy Word; and let 
my eyes and ears be good to see and 
hear thy holy Word more and more. O 
God, wilt Thou help me to destroy many 
gods and idols? Please destroy them 
with thy power and let me be comforted. 
O Lord, I will never keep thy name in 
vain, and I will try to obey thy com- 
mandments as I can. I ask Thee for 
my helpers, teachers, parents, and all 
brethren; keep out from them illness 
and temptation. For thine is power 
and glory and kingdom forever. 
Amen.” This was the spirit of his life. 

From Andover he went to Amherst 
College, and then to Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary, and was there when 
the Iwakura Embassy, as it was called, 
came to America from Japan. This was 
the great embassy sent by the emperor 
to study Western institutions... Its. re- 
port marked a new erain Japan. When 
the embassy heard of Neesima it sum- 
moned him and invited him to accom- 
pany it. He feared first that this might 
make him a servant of the Mikado rather 
than of Christ, but Mr. Hardy encour- 
aged him to accept, and his work with 
the embassy enabled him to show these 
men what real Christianity is, and to 
make friendships which were of the 
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greatest value to him. He was invited 
to return to serve the government, but 
declined, and in 1874 went back as a 
missionary evangelist under the Ameri- 
can Board. 

In Japan he founded the Doshisha 
college. For fifteen years he worked, 
and then, in 1890, the earnest life ended. 
The outburst of sorrow showed how deep 
was the impress he had made as a sim- 
ple, fearless, faithful Christian man upon 
the nation and its life. From every 
class and rank tributes came to his 
work and character. Four. thousand 
people thronged to the funeral. The 
students allowed no other hand to touch 
him. They prepared the grave, and 
bore the body. The little boy who had 
run away from Japan twenty-four years 
before, had become one of the remakers 
of his country. 

And this was the secret of his life: 
‘* When we are successful in life let us 
remember Christ’s words: ‘It is I.’ He 
is the cause of all true success. When 
we are frightened, or disappointed, or 
alone, let us remember how he said, ‘ It 
is I.’ Qh, the consolatiqn:of .Christ’s 
presence! ... To be aimless is to be 
lifeless. A doubting mitid never accom- 
plished anything... If. we have.a doubt 
then, first clear up the doubt. A half- 
way scientist, or scholany or ‘Christian, 
or statesman, or benefactor, is of no 
account in the world. 


% 


Bring some facts about the missions of 
your own church in Japan. 

Report some of the facts about lead- 
ing Christian men in Japan given in 
Dr Pettee’s article in the January Mis- 
sionary Review of the World. 








In Matchtown 


Fortunately No Faith Was Required, 
For She Had None 


**T had no faith whatever, but on the 
advice of a hale, hearty old gentleman 
who spoke from experience, I began to 
ase Grape-Nuts about two years ago,” 
writes an Ohio woman living in Barber- 
ton, who says she is 40, is known to be 
fair, and admits that she is growing 
plump on the new diet. 

‘I shall not try to tell you how I suf- 
fered for years from a deranged stomach 
that rejected almost all sorts of food, 
and assimilated what little was forced 
upon it only at the cost of great distress 
and pain. I was treated by many dif- 
ferent doctors and they gave me many 
different medicines, and I even spent 
seven years in exile from my home, 
epi Nog of scene might do me 

ou may judge of the gravity 
of my condition when I tell you I was 
sometimes compelled to use morphine 
for weeks at a time. 

‘For two years I have eaten. Gra 
Nuts food at least twice a day, an 
can now say that I have perfect neath. 
I have taken no medicine in that time— 
Grape-Nuts has done it all. I can eat 
absolutely anything I wish, without 
stomach distress. am a business wo- 
man and can walk my two or three 
miles a day and feel better for doing'so. 
I have to use brains in my work, and it 
is remarkable how quick, alert, and 
tireless my mental powers have be- 
come.” Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

“There’s a reason. Read the little 
book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 





Pentecostal Evangelism | 


Short talks on ‘* Regeneration,’’ ‘* Con- 
secration,’’ ‘*Sanctification.’’ Scrip- 
tural, concise, definite. 10c.each. By 


Rev. Charles V. La Fontaine 
452 E. 20th St., Los Angeles, California 











c Make your church an Easter Present 7" 


INDIVIDUAL 


Communion Service 


Many yo ag 
Man desi 
Send for fue. 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 





communicants, 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Mgr. 
256-258 Washington St., ton, Mass. 











Individual Communion 





We TRY THEM FREE 
pote on | individual service; have thé best one 
aces i ia in the most churches. Ask for our relist ot 
tisfied congregations. sea ee 


Return outfit at our exp ti — i 


Sanitary Commanion Outfit Co. 7th f St. Réchester, N.Y 





















ENTERTAINMENTS 
GT Tacg MAGIC LANTERNS, STEREOPTICONS 


sor illustrating sermons, giving entertain- 

er ments, illustrating hymns. Finest collec- 

SCH 0 0} i tion of slides. Largs catalegpe EREE. 

MCALLISTER 45'Nassau St. N.Y. 

THE GREAT CHURCH # I G H ’ | , 
For eiectric, gas, or oil. sou 

dimensions. Book of Light an 
estimate free. 1. P. Frink, af Pearl St., New York. 


The Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, February 10, 1906 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
second-class = i 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 
Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
- copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One, copy, five years, $4.00 
One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will beoioeed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘limes will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
‘ive or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 
For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 14 Pater- 
noster Square, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
pd half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
scribers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other 
Bubscribers of ‘The Sunday School Times Company. 


Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL TimgEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Thies lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotiess Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
ether. If a housewife wants the 
octor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, ail she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


| Jand easily —_—— thing clean, 
La ae 


== 


























Over Sea Habit 
Difference On This Side the Water 


The persistent effect upon the heart 
of caffeine in coffee cannot but result in 
the gravest conditions, in time. 

Each attack of the drug (and that 
means each cup of coffee) weakens the 
organ a little more, and the end is 
almost a matter ot mathematical dem- 
onstration. A lady writes from a 
‘Western state: 

‘*I am of German descent, and it was 
natural that I should iearn at a very 
early age to drink coffee. Until I was 
23 years old I drank scarcely anything 
else at my meals, 

: ‘‘A few years ago I began to be af- 
} fected by a steadily increasing nervous 
; ness, which eventually developed into a 

‘distressing heart treuble that made me 

& very weak and miserable. Then, some 

3 three years ago, was added asthma in its 

jworst form. Mygéufferings from these 

hings can be better imagined than de- 
scribed. 

‘) ‘During all this time my husband 
realized more fully than I did that cof- 
fee was injurious to me, and made 

ever effort to make me stop. 

inally it was decided a few months 
ago to quit the use of: coffee absolutely, 
and to adopt Postum Food Coffee as our 
hot table drink.: I had but little idea 
that it would help me, but consented to 
try it to please nry husband. I prepared 
it very carefully,.exactly according to 
directions, and..was delighted with its 
delicious flavor and recreshing qualities. 

** Just so soon’as.the poison from the 
coffee had time to get out of my system 
the nutritive..properties of the-Postum 
began to build'me up, and I am now 
fully recovered from all my nervousness, 
heart trouble, and asthma. I gladly 
acknowledge that now, for the first time 
in years, I enjoy perfect health, and 
that I owe ‘it all to Postum.* Name 
given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 
Mich. 

There’s a reason. Read the little 
book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville” in pkgs. 

Postum Food Coffee contains no drugs 
of any description whatsoever. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A selected list 
describing fully 
more than one 
hundred books 
which will be 
found most help- 


ful for the study 
of 


The Life and 
Teachings 
of Christ 


will be sent free, 
postpaid, on re- 
quest. Address 


Religious Literature Department 
Charles Scribner’s Sons 
153 Fifth Avenue, New York 


CHRIST tie 
SABBATH 


Sabbath Reform is a religious i 

















in the Fourth Commandment as inte alk ‘an ex- 
| by Jesus, not as a “ ut the Son of 
God, Whatever reduces Sabbat y wt to a politi- 


cal issue, or to an economic and rest-day AS» de- 

stroys true Sabbath observance. Public worship and 

the peashing of moral and religious truth from the 
ible wit 


JESUS, THE CHRIST of GOD 


as the central figure, d d ligi Sabbath 
observance. Such observance fee never existed on 
any other basis than Biblical Authority and Consci- 
ence toward God. The “Civil Sabbath”’’ idea de- 
stroys conscience ; enforced idleness promotes crime. 
The need of these years is not more enforcement of 
Civil Law, but more regard for Divine Law. 

will is the source of human conscience. 


THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH 


Christ created it by his interpretation of the Fourth 
Commandment and by his example in castin, 
those evasions through which men disobey 

tence of obedience. He purfied and exalted the 
bbath. He did not set it aside. 


TH E SABBATH RECORDER 


A. H. Lewis, D.D., LL.D., Editor, promulgates such 
views concerning Sabbath Reform. 


BACK TO CHRIST 


As the bg authority on the Sabbath question, 
is the call made by the Seventh-day Baptists. The 
real issue is not Saloons, but Public Worship; not 

Baseball, but Spiritual Life among rpm eae not 
Civil Enactment, but God’s Law and conformity to 
Christ’s example. Judgment and reform must 
inthe Christian Church. Correspondence welcomed. 


THE — RECO ~~ 
Babcock Build »N. J. 


Lesson Side Helps 


Studies in the Life of Jesus Christ 


E. I. Bosworth. Cloth, go cents; paper, 60 cents. 


Studies in the Life of Christ 


H. B. Sharman. Used in connection with a Har- 
mony. Sold in sets. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


The Life and Works of Jesus 


W. D. Murray. Wide margins for notes. 
75 cents; paper, so cents. 


The Teaching of Jesus and his Apostles 


E. I. Bosworth. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 
All are arranged for da ily ee Send for sample 
pag 








Cloth, 


The latianttoet Committee 
of Young Men's Christian Associations 
3 West 29th St., New York. 


D&SSFE ce COURSES AT HOME. Write President 
rton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, la. 





















The Best Sunday-School Help 


TARBELL’S | 
TEACHERS GUIDE 


TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
LESSONS FOR 1906 


REV. DR. R. S. MACARTHUR 
of New York, says: 


‘‘In all respects an admirable volume, 
done with rare judgment, good literary 
taste and wholesome religious appreci- 
ation. 1: commend the Tarbell Guide 
without a single qualification.” 


Large 12mo, over 600 pages, bound in 
cloth, lavishly illustrated. 


$1.25, POSTAGE PREPAID 
AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 





WRITE US FOR SPECIAL INTRODUC- 
TORY OFFER TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS 


The Bobbs-Merrill Company 
11 West Madison Street : Indianapolis, USA 











The American 
Standard 
Bible 


fs a modern slation of 
the Bible. Obsolete words 
and misleading expressions, 
jong since dropped from our 
language. are ce tomy » 
7 the English of to-day. 
not a departure froin the Scripture 2 A od 
but a closer rendering of the original. 
For sale by all booksellers and publishers. 








Our Interestin — The 
Story of the Xperting tandard , explains 
the need of revisie®, how it was de, shows 
and pooniaes Se ne DI. si 


nig, next, son reyes 














NE EASTER 


SERVICES 


BANNER OF THE RISEN KING) sampies of 
HOPB DIVINE the three—10 
*FROM CROSS TO CROWN ) <s- in 


*This can be used as an Easter Cantata. 
NEW BASTER ANTHEMS 
Samples to Choirmasters and Organists—Free. 
The Hall-Mack Co.’s BOOK OF ANTHEMS 
Specimen copy for examination—free (to be returned). 
We pay postage. 


Hall-Mack Co, we 72> New Yon 








IRA D. SANKEY’S| 
LATEST HYMN BOOK. 


(Lesson fer Feb. 25) FEBRUARY 10, 1906 





Pears’ 


Everyone admires a clear 
complexion. It’s an open 
secret that Pears’ Soap 
has brought the glow of 
health to millions of fair 


faces. 
Sold in America and every other country. 








New Pansies, Sweet Peas, Carnations. 
& — S colors, #0 ots.; oe 250. : 
ht roular rows of 
par Fg es side by do by side, cach dif aiteront 6 color? If so, 
that is charming. Did: you ever 
hiids’ Giant Pansies, marvels in beau uty and 
true tocolor? If not, you have not seen the best. 
Same with our new Sweet Peas and Carnations. 
Asa Trial Offer we will for 10 cts. mail & 
Pkts Giant Pansies, SNOW WHITE, COAL BLACK, 
CARDINAL RED, PURE YELLOW, AZURE 
Five Pxts. New Giant Gweet Peas for 10 cts., 
WHITE, PINK, SCARLET, BLUE, YELLOW; also 
ich new early pg Sasnetice Sy 
ir cts., SCARL: WHITE, 
YELLOW. A Wooklet on Culture, big Catalog, and 
All 15 ae ~ =o : , rg 
make6lovel nsies,5 8 clum; 
Will 5 y rows Ao Sehowr 


ps 
Peas, and 6 of Swee' nks tha: bloom 
hi summer in ys see all —— whey F crag 


ban Weerhts ite pectable vBeeds, Bul is, Baie. 


ta JH paces, 6 @ nek forie 


JORN LEWIS ORULDA, Flogal Park, H.X- 





gardener 
plants annually 75 
pounds of our let- 
tace, another 500 
pounds of our beet 
and a third 100 pounds of our onion 
seed. Such men can take no chances. 
We shall be pleased-to sell you any 
kind of vegetable or flower seed equally 
good, from five cents’ worth upward. 


J.J. H. GREGORY & SON, 
Marblehead, Mass. 





















150,000 Sold! 2.3.70 











A FREE HYMN BOOK 


A free sample copy of WORLD-WIDE HOSANNAS 
the wonderful successor to ** Uplifted Voices ’’) 
dam Geibel an Frank Lehman, wili be 


to any Supatotendent whose Sunday School will posi- 
tively buy new hymn books within three months, be- 
cause we believe it will be chosen above all others, as 
it Ty ? is. >. "yor copy ; $25 
imen also special 


Plans s ot pomgeat mga touching the § the § Balen Pe, 


THE CAPTIVE 


AN BASTER CANTATA by Jessie Brown 
Pounds and J. H. Fillmore. For Sunday- 
schools and Young People’s Societies. 5 cents. 
Send ro cents and receive five sample Easter 
Concert Exercises. Full Easter catalog of 
anthems, sheet songs, etc., free. FILLMORE 
MUSIC HOUSE, 528 Elm Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio ; 41-43 Bible House, New York. 


Bi. HYMNS oe See to 


Returnable sample free; or, quentity ¢ 
books sent on month’s 
ee 20 cents. EVANGELICAL ‘PUB. 
eside Building, Chicago, Illinois. 











SPENCERIAN 


PERFECT 


Steel Pens 


USED BY EXPERT AND CAREFUL 
PENMEN FOR NEARLY PIFTY YEARS 
Sample card, 72 s different patterns, 
will os sent for twikton, receipt ofS cents in 
stamps. Ask for card &. 


postage 
SPENCERIAN PEN 

















co. 
349 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
When answering _——_ please 


mention The Sunday School Times. 


The Land gf Manatee 


described and illustrated, its wonderful 
resources shown, and its strange and 
absorbingly interesting history re- 
counted, in the Seaboard Magazine. 
Sent free on request. J. W. White, 
General Industrial Agent, Ports- 
mouth, Virginia. 


Seaboard Air Line Railway 




















The Four-Track 


An Illustrated Magazine 


News 


Address G. H. Daniels, Publisher Room 48 A, 7 E. 42d St., 


of Travel $1.00 a year; 10 cents a copy. 


New York. 


Rte 
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